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A SERMON, preached at the 
Brick Meeting House, in Hart- 
ford, onthe evening of October 
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the Auxiliary Foreign Mission 
Society of the North Associa- 
tion of the County of Hartford. 
by the Rev. Newemian PRup- 
pen, A. M. pastor of the 
Church of Christin Enfield. 


REVELATION xiv. 6, 7. 


¢¢ And I saw another angel fly in 
the midst of heaven, having the 
everlasting gospel to preach unto 
them that dwell on the earth, and 
to every nation, and kindred, and 
tongue, and people, saying with a 
loud voice, Fear God and give glory 
to him, for the hour of his judgment 
is come: and worship him that made 
heaven and earth, and the sea, and 
the fountains of waters.” 


T a certain time, St. John 
saw in the heavens a door 
opened, and heard a celestial 
voice saying to him, come up 
hither, and I will show thee 


He readily obeyed the heaven- 
ly mandate, and a solemn scene 
presented, in which were por- 
trayed things thit would take 
place in the church and the civil 
world, in generations unborn, un- 
til the plan of God should be 
finished...the judgment set...and 
the fate of created intelligences 
decided for eternity. In this 
long series of events, some of 
them have had their accom- 
plishment in different ages of 
the church, and of the world. 
And perhaps no age since that 
of the apostolic has furnished a 
period fraught with more impor- 
tant events than the present. 
We live in an age of wonders— 
in the church and state—in the 
natural—providentia!, and mor- 
al worlds. The seasons have 
been singular,—the earth has 
quaked—nations have been sha- 
ken, and in many places, Jesus 
Christ, by his all conquering 
grace, has uncommonly triumh- 
ed, aud shown us that Jerusa- 
lem can be built even in troub- 
lous times. 





things which must be hereafter. 
Vor. VI. No. 11. 
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ject, some explanation of the 
words will be given ; and the time 
pointed out when the angel may 
be said to fly in the midst of 
heaven. 

J. Some explanation of the 
words will now be given. 

It may not be improper to ob- 
serve in this place, that prophe- 
cy is delivered in language either 
composed, or interspersed with 
bold and strong figures. Lest 
we should miss the true import, 
it isof high importance, that the 
strictest attention should be paid 
to the reality from which the 
figures are tzken. For want of 
this care, the true and natural 
explanation is sometimes missed, 
and an erroneous one is adopted. 
Then the prophecy will be, of 
necessity, forced from its proper 
meaning, and compelled to prove 
falsehood instead of truth. 

‘In acareful adherence to these 
remarks, the prophecy in our 
text will now be explained. 

Tn addition to what St. John 
had seen of angels, and their 
employment, the passage of 
scripture now under considera- 
tion informs us that he saw a- 
nother angel fly in the midst of 
heaven. An angel is 2 messen- 
ger of God sent on some impor- 
tant mission. The apostle in- 
forms us that angels are minis- 
tering spirits, sent forth to min- 
ister for them who shail be heirs 
of salvation. A minister in the 
church, in scripture language, is 
called an angel. 

The angel, ia this passage of 
inspired truth, may represeut to 
us correctly a minister of the gos- 
pel, as he is influenced with a 
like spirit, and is engaged in the 
same heavenly employment.— 
But simply on account of their 
being or existence, neither of 
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them has so much a claim to 
the title of angel of God, or 
minister of his word, as from the 
spirit that reignsin them. When 
this spirit warms the hearts of 
God’s children, and calls their 
attention to the same object, to 
disseminate the gospel among 
the inhabitants of the earth, it 
performs the same business of 
the angel in the text. 

The angel is sak to fly in the 
midst of heaven. Heaven in 
this passage intends the church 
in this world. To fly, denotes 
freedom, rapidity, and power to 
surmount with ease every obsta- 
cle. He flies in the open heaven, 
or church ; having the everlast- 
ing gospel to preach to them 
that dwell on the earth, and to 
every nation, and kindred, and 
tongue, and people. 

These expressions are as ex- 
tensive as the habitable world— 
They include all beings, every 
immortal soul from the rising to 
the setting sun. In this flight 
of the angel, the gospel is to be 
preached in the most clear and 
public manner. Nor will he 
cease to fly until this important 
work is done, and the name of 
Jesus Christ is universally pro- 
claimed ; and his dominion shall 
extend from sea to sea, and from 
the river unto earth’s remolest 
corner. Unlil all such as then 
see and feel the light of the nat- 
ural sun, shall see and feel the 
light of the Sun of righteousness ; 
titil the wilderness and the des- 
ert shall blossom as_ the rose ; 
and the ransomed of the Lord 
shall return, and come to Zion 
with songs and everlasting joy 
upon their heads, and sorrow 
and sighing shall flee away. 
ThenGod the Father shall giveto 
the Son, at his request, the Hea- 
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then for his inheritance, and the 
uttermost parts of the earth for 
his possession. And Pagans and 
Heathen, Jews and Gentiles, 
strangers and home-born, the 
high and the low, the rich and 
the poor, bond and free, shall be 
brought to the knowledge and 
acknowledgment of the truth 
as it is in Jesus Christ; and the 
saving knowledge of the Lord 
shall cover the whole earth ; 
when every knee shall bow betore 
him ; and every tongue shall con- 
fess him to be Lord, to the praise 
and glory of God the Father; 
and all shall be united in one 
fold under oue shepherd, and a- 
bundance of peace shall remain 
so long as the moon endureth. 

Then, and not until then, 
will the angel’s work be finished, 
his services accomplished, and 
these things completed: when 
he will cease to fly, and return 
to dwell with God, in whom all 
fulness dwells, and from whom 
flow streams of everlasting joy 
to all heaven-born souls. 

If this be so far a just and 
natural explanation of these 
words in the text, “andI saw 
another angel fly in the midst of 
heaven having the everlasting 
gospel to preach unto them that 
dwell on the earth, and to eve- 


ry nation, and kindred, and | 
tongue, and people;” where shall | 
be found, or can be, a more | 
natural and exact fulfilment of 


this prophecy,than in that ardent 
spirit for missions which now 
glows in the hearts of so many 
on this, and the other side of the 
Atlantic ? Ifitbe imagined that 
it must have its accomplishment 
in the flight of an individual, let 
itbe the man whose heart was 
first warmed with this noble and 
benevolent spirit, and ventured 
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into heathen lands. But in a 
design of such magnitude, the 
same God, who moved the heart 
of the first, might move the 
hearts of others, and yet all 
might be unitedly of one spirit, 
and strengthen each other's 
hands in the same cause. Has 
not this spirit owed out in dif- 
ferent branches, like streams of 
water from the same parent 
spring ? Krom the same spirit 
have so many Bible Societies a- 
risen in Europe and America. 
—In both countries strong de- 
sires are expressed by their pe- 
cuniary aid and assistance, to 
translate the holy scriptures into 
the different languages on earth. 
There are diversities of opera- 
tions, but it is the same God 
who worketh all in all ; and 
the members of each of the dif- 
ferent societies may be said to 
walk in the same spirit, and in 
the same steps. For all their ef- 
forts of this nature do aid and as- 
sist those who fly in the spirit of 
the angel,to preach the unsearch- 
able mches of Christ, to all in- 
telligent beings, of whatever na- 
tion, kindred, tongue and people 
they may be. And perhaps the 
period is not far distant when the 
different nations in the east, and 
the heathen tribes in the west, 
shall enjoy a day not allogether 
unlike what was enjoyed on that 
of Pentecost. When each shall 
hear the glad tidings of salvation 
proclaimed in the same language 
in which he was born. May it 
not now be said, and will not ali, 
who shall be alive on that glori- 
ous, day leck back to this, and 
say with unspeakable joy, that 
all these human efforts have con- 
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spired in the fulfilment of this 


prophecy ? That this divine 
spirit iu the muissiouaries sent 








ee 





















































































































404 














forth from our own country, and 
from foreign lands, might be said 
to fly in the midst of heaven, 
that is the church, like the an- 
gel, and on the same errand ; 
having the everlasting gospel to 
preach unto them that dwell on 
the earth, and toevery nation,and 
tongue, and kindred, and people. 

Inthe next words, the angel 
presents us with some of the 
priocipal things which he taught, 
saying with a loud voice, fear 
God, and give glory to him, for 
the hour of his judgment is 
come ; and worship him that 
made heaven, and earth, and 
the sea, and the fountains of wa- 
ters. This part of our subject 
is principally narration, and 
from it may be learned the man- 
ner in which those, who go forth 
in the spirit of the angel, are to 
executetheir important missions. 
They are to commence their 
Missionary services by present- 
ing to them the being and exist- 
ence of God, attested from the 
works of nature. That they 
might see, that the God, whom 
they ought to worship and fear, 
made heaven, and earth, and 
the sea, and the fountains of wa- 
ters. All their illustrations of 
the character of God from the 
gospel should be so interspersed 
with evidences of this funda- 
mental truth, from the volume 
of nature which is open before 
their eyes, that they may per- 
ceive the agreement between 
natural and revealed religion. 
From these things to-lead their 
minds to a sense of the purity 
and spirituality of that fear aud 
worship which he requires of 
them, and of all his intelligent 
creatures. ‘That the only reli- 
gious services, which are accep- 
table to him, flow voluntarily 
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from the heart. Missionaries 
are to teach their hearers that 
the fear of God is a filial fear, 
and arises from love, that all 
religious worship is founded in 
love, which is the first and great 
command in the law, and the 
gospel. And the manner in 
which the gespel is preached, 
should be solemn and impressive, 
that hearers may be religiously 
awaked to the concerns of their 
souls. And all their preaching 
is to be inforced with the awful 
thought, that the hour of God’s 
judgment is come, when he will 
render veigeance to his enemies, 
and reward them that hate him. 
That they might all be persua- 
ded lo improve the day of grace, 
to give glory to God, and escape 
his wrath. 

Il. To point out the time 
when the angel may be said to 
fly in the midst of heaven. 

If the united spirit and zeal 
for missions, of such multitudes 
throughout the protestant world, 
may be considered as applicable 
lo the flight of the angel, the 
time is now come. And it may 
be said to have commenced the 
moment this spirit made its ap- 
pearance, by public aets indiffer- 
ent societies for purposes of this 
kind. ‘The angel was one, and 
| the spirit of missions is one. Of 
| the agreement between the type 
| and the antitype every one may 
form a just opinion, if he will 
candidly notice the preceding 
and subsequent circumstances of 
this angel's flight. 

In the rvirst place, let us at- 
lend to the preceding circum- 
stances. 

From the information given 
by the inspired John, he looked 
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and forty and four thousand, 
having his Father’s name writ- 
ten in their foreheads. These 
he tells us were redeemed from 
among men; and they sung as 
it were a new song which no man 
else could learn. In their mouth 
was found no guile. These 
were the pious favorites of hea- 
ven. This definite number is 
put for an indefinite, and only 
jutends very many. 

Can we conceive of a more 
nalural representation of the se- 
rious attention to religion, and 
the revivals in different parts of 
this country, and in protestant 
countries previous to what has 
been considered the flight of the 
angel Is there not good reason 
to helieve very many have been 
born into the spiritual family of 
Christ, near the close of the last, 
and the commencement of the 
present century ? and more than 
ever were belore in the compass 
of twenty years, since the apos- 
tolic age ? Were not these glo- 
rious seasons of divine grace fol- 
lowed by a universal diffusion of 
a spirit and zeal for missions, at 
home and abroad, among Chris- 
tians of almost every class ? 
Nor does this spirit. and zeal in 
the least abate. Do not these 
considerations give us some rea- 
son to believe that now is the 
time, that the angel is flying in 
the midst of heaven, or the 
church ? 

2. We will advert to some of 
the subsequent circumstances of 
the angel’s flight. 

These are such as have taken 
place after he began to fly, and 
during his flight, which would 
continue until he had preached 
the gospel to every nation, kin- 
dred, tongue, and people. 

In our text information is giy- 
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en, that the hour of his judg- 
mentiscome. Krom these ex- 
pressions it might be concluded, 
that subsequent to the flying of 
the angel some grievous judg- 
ments would fall on some part 
of the world, and we are not 
disappointed. And there fol- 
lowed another angel say ing. Bab- 
ylon is fallen, is fallen, that 
great cily, because she made all 
nations drink of the wine of the 
wrath of her fornication. Bab- 
ylon in the old testament was a 
city distinguished by its wicked- 
ness and overthrow. In the 
new testament it is used to rep- 
resent a city sunk in sins of the 
most impious and malignant 
kind. This will naturally sug. 
gest the thought, that the angel 
must intend Papistical Rome, 
which now may be said to have 
fallen since the Pope has lost hig 
supremacy. He is now but a vas- 
sal of the present Emperor of 
France, and become the false 
prophet, who promises good, but 
behold evil, and will cry safety 
until utter destruction cometh, 
and there shall be none to help. 
A third angel followed them, 
with a more dreadful sentence 
against a host of sinners whe 
have joined the sccular beast; 
saying with a loud voice, if any 
man worship the beast and his 
image, and receive his mark in 
his forehead, or in his hand, ihe 
same shall drink of the wine of 
the wrath of God, which is pour- 
ed out without mixture into the 
cup of his indignation : and he 
shall be tormented with fire and 
brimstone in the presence of the 
holy angels, and in the presence 
of the Lamb. 

It may be observed, notwith- 
standing that variely of revivals 
of religion in this, and other 
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protestant countries, and the fall 


of Babylon, the mystery of ini- | 


quily is still at work. ‘The grand 
object of these enemies of God 
is to destroy the religion of Je- 
sus Christ, and their watch word 
is, * strike, but hide the hand.” 
To accomplish this dark design, 
an attempt has been made to 
systematize infidelity, open im- 
piety, and blasphemy against 
the son of God, on this basis, 
that the end sanctifies the 
means.” Have not these charac- 
ters the mark of the secular 
beast ? Judge ye. 

But against such ungodliness 
has the Spirit of the Lord lifted 
up a standard, by inspiring his 


faithful ministers, the angels of 


his churches, with boldness, and 
firmuess to proclaim his judg- 
ments, and threatenings in time, 
ant eternity, that such as hear 
may take warning. In what 
age of the church since the apos- 
tolie, were the doctrines, pre- 
cepts and threatenings in God’s 
holy word more Clearly illustra- 
ted, aud vindicated on the prin- 
ples of Divine benevolence than 
in the present ? 

Do not those who have re- 
ccived the mark of the secular 
beast, or present dominant pow- 
ers of the Roman empire, now 
feel the wrath of God as it re- 
lates to this world in the op- 
pressions under their iron grasp ? 
Let ali these subsequent cireum- 
stanees be considered in a col- 
keclive view, and no more than 
their just weight allowed them ; 
and must we not allow they in- 
dicate the present as the time 
appeinted for tlie ange! to fly ? 

3. From the times and divi- 
ding of time mentioned by Dan- 
jel, may be gathered anoiher 
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as the time when the angel doeg 
fly. From Revelation xi. we 
learn what is taught by those 
expressions of the prophet du- 
ring which period the saints of 
the Most High shall be given in. 
to the hands of a power, which 
in prophecy is called a beast. 
This period is expressly said 
to be a thousand two hundred 
and threescore days, or so many 
years, as we count time. If it 
can be ascertained in what year 
those days commenced, it is ea- 
sily found when they will end, 
according to the present mode of 
reckoning. ‘The prophet Dan- 
iel has given a sure mark by 
which this time may be distin- 
guished from all others; and 
that is, when the saints of the 
Most Highs hall be given into the 
hands of this beast-like power. 
In the year 606, it is said, Pho- 
Cas, the then emperor of Rome, 
constituted the bishop of that 
cily the supreme head of the 
church. Then, and not until 
that time the saints were deci- 
dedly given into his hands by 
a public act of civil power.— 
Twelve hundred and sixty years 
from this, brings us to 1866, 
when that long period of the 
saint’s bondage will expire. Fil- 
ty-three years from the present 
time will terminate the thou- 
sand two hundred and_ three- 
score days, in which the saints 
of the Most High have been 
given into his hands; or into 
the hands of the bishop of 
Liome, and his successors. H 
will not be disputed, but the 
angel must fly previous to the 
close of these days ; equally in- 
disputable is it, that he did not 
begin to fly until a spirit for 


‘Thissions glowed in the hearts of 


Ziou’s friends. No event can be 
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found, that has taken place in 
the church, since the prophecy 
has been delivered, that will ap- 
ply, in all the particulars men- 
tioned in it, and stand connect- 
ed therewith, except it be that 
spirit for missions which has 
lately warmed so many hearts. 
When all these things are con- 
sidered, and how near we are to 
the end of those unhappy days 
of the saints of the Most High; 
are not the arguments strong to 
prove that the present time is 
that, in which the ange} is fly- 
ing ? 


IMPROVEMENT. 


In the First place, we may 
learn from the explanation given 
of this prophecy, that Missionary 
Societies, Bible Societies, Reli- 
gious Tract, and Cent Societies 
are moved by the same spirit, 
and unitedly promote the same 
benevolent design. Each of 
these have the same object in 
view, and assist each other in 
their place, to accomplish the 
the same end. ‘Their object is, 
those who dwell on the earth, 
and the end is to give them the 
knowledge of the glory of God 
in the face of Jesus Cinrist. But 
how shall this be done without 
such societies ? Without muis- 
sionaries, new settlements can- 
not be supplied, nor the heathen 
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furnished with such knowledge, 
as is useful and suited to their 
years. All these devices are 
calculated with a view to the 
same object, and to accomplish 
the same end. ‘They aid and 
assist each other as members of 
the same benevolent family.— 
There are diversities of gifts, 
but the same Spirit; there are 


_ diversities of administrations. 








but the same Lord. Hence all 
those different societies which 
have been mentioned, worketh 
that one and the sell-same spir- 
it, to send the gospel from sea 
to sea, and from the river to the 
ends of the earth. ‘These socie- 
lies are like the members of the 
human body, which are many, 
and no one can s»y to another, 
there is no need of thee, but 
each in its place conspires in the 
good of the whole; therefore, 
each ought to be nourished. 

2. This subject suggests to our 
minds the truth and importance 
of revelation. 

When men read, and refiect 
on the subject of prophecy, their 
minds are ready to exclaim, mis- 
tery unfathomable. Infidels im- 
prove the opportunity to insin- 
uate, that the Christian’s faith is 
folly in the extreme, without a 
single trace of wisdom, or mark 
of x great mind. But when it is 
fulfilled before their eyes, except 


taught the way of life; without | they are inveterately fortified a- 
bibles distributed among them, | gainst believing the truth on 
religious instruction cannot be | evidence ; how will their minds 
enjoycd with lasting benefit by | be crouded with tormenting 
either ; without pecuniary aid, | thoughts and awful forebodings, 


the holy scriptures cannot be 
translated into the various lan- 
guages of the east and the west ; 
without religious tracts which 
abound with variety of moral 
and pious subjects, children and 
youth cannot have their minds 





as infidels usually are on their 
death bed! Thus surrounded 
with truth on every side,and con- 
science within, the resu/t will be, 
however unwillingly, there isa 
Ged, there is religion, and men, 
in spite of their Infidelity and 
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Atheism, are accountable to him, 
and must one day stand belore a 
Judge of inflexible justice. By 
the fulfilment of prophecy, reve- 
lation is clearly substantiated, 
and stands unimpeachable in the 
view of sound reason. 
Revelation is of high impor- 
tance to mankind, that they 


might be taught the sure way | 


to glory and rest with God. If 
this were nol the case, we can- 


not conceive for what reason | 


the angel should fly, and con- 
tinue to fly over the habitable 
world, until the gospel is preach- 
ed unto all that dwell on the 
earth. It is of importance to 
dispel the darkness which sin 
has spread over the human 
wind; to remove doubts and 
unceitainties concerning things 


of futurity, which the light of 


nature cannot do. If it were 
not considered of high impor- 
tance by wise men, 28 well as 
by God himself, would there be 
such liberal contribulions made 
for so many re-publications of 
the inspired volume ? There is 
no other volume on earth, that 
like sums can be procured for 
its re-publication. It stands dis- 
tinguished from all others, and 
is held in higher estimation on 
account of its real importance. 
It is in a particular manner 
highly esteemed by all who are 
experimentally acquainted with 
its divine excellencies. Itis a 
source of consolation to them ‘in 
passing through scenes of a inost 
mysterious provilence ; for 
something applicable to their 
Various circumstances can al- 
wavs be found in the s-cred 
volume. In reading the scrip- 


tures, they have access to the 
mercy seat, ard may teil Jesus 
all their sorrows, and receive for 
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answer, What he said to his dis. 
ciples when they came to him 
on the like errand, “In the 
world ye shall have tribulation, 
but be of good cheer I have o- 
vercome the world.” Of such 
importance and value is a reve. 
lation from God. 

3. From the accomplishment 
of prophecy, we may learn that 
| the absolute determinations of 
| the Most High, and the absolute 
| dependerce and freedom of in- 
_ telligent beings,are perfectly con- 
sistent. 

No man can say with color 
of reason that he ever acts, or 
| thinks. or speaks, but with free- 
dom and out of choice, under ex- 
isting circumstances. No one 
will dare to say that he is inde- 
pendent of God. Nor will any 
one say that God does not know 
all things. If he knows all 
things past, present, and to 
come, as they respect us, then 
they must be absolutely certain ; 
and absolute decree implies no 
more nor less. ‘When two or 
more things may be said to exist 
at the same given time, their 
existence is perfectly consistent 
with each other’s existence.— 
Thus the divine determinations, 
the absolute dependence on God, 
and freedom of the creature do 
exist at the same given time, 
therefore they are consistent. 

Prophecy and its fulfilment 

will imply all these things ; and 
| the certainty of the fulfilment 
\vests upon God, and will never 
be frustrated. When we behold 
the mysicrious ways of provi- 
idence ia bringing to pass, often 
hy the voluntary conduct of men, 
ithe very thing they intended to 
prevent ; which was the case 
with the sons of Jacob, wher 
they conspired against their 
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brother Joseph, with the Jews 
when they cricified the Lord of 
ylory. ‘Therefore when these 
things are viewed in their true 
light, objections cease, and it be- 
comes every one to be still, to 
be humble and adore. 

4. From the explanation of 
this prophecy, we may learn rea- 
sonably, to rest assured that all 
remaining prophecy will be ful- 
filled. 

This is now fulfilling ; since 
all prophecy is dictated by the 
same Spirit of God, the conclu- 
sion is just and reasonable, that 
all others will be, which are not 
yet fulfilled, and this world shall 
be delivered from its present 
grievous troubles, of fraud, ra- 
pine, blood and carnage. And 
no answer can now be given to 
strengthen the faith and pa- 
tience of the saints in the days of 
their tribulation, but that given 
to those who were slain for the 
word of God. And it was said 
unto them, that they should rest 
yet for a little season, until their 
fellow-servants also, and their 
brethren that should be killed as 
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the Lord shall be thine everlast: 
ing light, and the days of thy 
mourning shall be ended. Let 
them say, in the name of the 
Lord, to the north give up ; and 
to the south keep not back: 
bring my sons frem far, and my 
daughters from the ends of the 
earth. Believe the promise and 
behold the rapturous scene rush- 
ing into view, the universe in 
motion, Europe, Asia, Africa, 
and America moving at the di- 
vine mandate with haste to Zion. 
The Jews forgetting their obsti- 
nacy, Psgans their superstition, 
Idolaters their Gods that can net 
ther hear nor speak, and the 
Iieathen their ignorance, for 
they are come to the knowledge 
of the Lord, and the glory of his 
ansinted. Can we be inatten- 
tive to that which engages the 
attention of angels, while we 
have a part to act in the sublime 
work! Surely we cannot, but 
willreadily lend an helping hand, 
when there is yet room in the 
church for us and them—in the 
merits of Christ—in the mercy 
of God, and in heaven.—_4men. 





they were, should be fulfilled. | 

5. From a review of this sub- | 
ject the prospect brightens. 

We are near the close of -the 
days of sorrow. The first five 
vials are poured out, the sixth 
and seveuth only remain. The 
angel is now flying, neither sezs 
ner deserts impede his flight. 
Then may those who go forth 
ia his spirit to preach good ti- 
dings to all people, say unto 
them, Violence shall no more be 
heard in thy land, wasting nor 
destruction in thy berders; but 
thou shalt call thy walls salva- 
tion, and thy gates praise. Thy 


sun shall no more go down ; nor 


—I oOo 
On locking to God in distress. 


HE troubles of life are ma- 

ny. Deep afilictions, thro’ 
our own indiscretions, the inju- 
ries of other men, or a righteous 
providence, ofien fill the soul with 
sorrow, for which there is no 
remedy, unless it be found ‘a 
God himself. Sinners convine- 
ed by the Spirit, of their own 
guilt and danger, often pass long 
seasons without any sense of re- 
lief. When men ire in deep 
distress, they often wonder why 





thy moon withdraw itself: for 
Vor. VE. No. 11. 


tke divine encourngements, that 
Did 
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410 On looking to God in distress. 


those who look unto God shall : 


be relieved, are not fullfiled in 
their case. It is because they do 
not look aright —The following 
remzrks explain what is implied 
in such looking to God as the 
promises regard. 

1. A despair of obtuinirg re- 
lief in any other way. 


We are! 





naturally more opposed to God - 
than we ever can be to any oth- | 


er being. For “ the carnal mind 
is enmity against God. It is not 


subject to the law of God neither | 


inceed can be.” Hence we 
choose to depend on the mean- 


est creature for what we need, | 
rather than on the Supreme Cre- | 


ator. Persons, who are crossed 
and disappointed in their world- 
ly schemes. often seek relief from 
their troubies by intoxication, or 
by associating with sinful com- 
panions, or by other vicious 
means of forgetting sorrow.— 
When sinners are convicted of 
their guilt and danger, when 
they see he}! naked before them, 
and destruction without a cover- 
ing, they often declare that they 
are willing to perform the most 
laborious services, and to make 
the greatest sacrifices that they 
may escape the wrath lo come. 
But yet they are unwiliing to 





submit to the easy conditions of | 


the gospel, and take the water of 
life freely. 
tion is manifested by mankind 
in all their conduct. 
contrive every means and make 
every exertion to help them- 
selves iudependently of God. 
It is easy indeed to comply with 
the customary forms of locking 
to God in our troubles. Wecan 


ask the prayers of others. We 
can call thé ministers of Christ 
to pray with us; and we can 
call upon God ourselves in ex- 


The samc disposi- | 








[ Nor. 


treme distress. But we are 
greatly ignorant of the human 
heart, if we have not learnt that 
under all these compliances, men 
may be wholly self-sufficient and 
at enmity against God. We nat- 
urally feel as if we were inde- 
pendent of God, and we are un- 
willing to acknowledge him to 
be Lord over us. Hence men 
never look uvto God in their 
distresses until they despair of 
obtaining relief in any other way. 

2. Looking unto God in distress 
implies a simple dependence up- 
on him for relief. It is easy for 
us to imagine we have a spirit of 
dependence upon God, when we 
are at ease and feel no need of 
his favor. But when we are se- 
verely distressed ; when we are 
overwhelmed in serrow and are 
unable to help ourselves; when 
we look to our fellow creatures 
and find that they are miscrable 
coimnforters ; when we are involv- 
ed in such darkness, that we can- 
not see the least ray of light; 
then we commonly sink into dis- 
couragement and despair. But if 
we truly depended upon God we 
should ever be equally supported 
and equally joyful. If we be 
distressed, when appearances are 


unfavorable, we do not truly 


rely upon God. So longas we 
see favorable appearances on 
which we depend ; so long as we 


‘see some way of obtaining the 


They will | 


good that is desired, God is rot 


‘the foundation of our deperd- 





ence. When we truly look wr 
to God we withdraw our eyes 
from every other object. Our 
affections are then wholly with- 
drawn from ourselves, and from 
all creatures and appearances, 
and looking unto God with a sin- 
gie eye, we rely wholly upon his 
perfections for what we desire. 
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Without such an entire depend- 
ence upon God, whiatever we 
may profess or imagine, our eyes 
are fixed on soine other object. 
They are not raised to God. 
Looking unto God in our dis- 
tresses implies a simple and firm 
dependence upon him for relief. 
3. It implies a submission of 
our distresses into his hands. 
They, who look to God in dis- 


use. When this is done, they 
have nothiag more to say.— 
Without such a submission of 
our distresses into the hands of 
God, we do not look to him for 
relief. We keep our troubles 
in our own hands. We choose 
to carry our own burdens, and 
refuse to cast them upon the 
Lord. When a patient looks to 
a physician for a cure, he does 
not presume to gve the physician 
directions ; but to submit with- 
out reserve to the regimen and 
medicine which the physician 
prescribes. When a citizen looks 
to a court of justice for a redress 
of his grievances, he states and 
pleads his cause, and submits it 
without any condition to the de- 
cision of the judges. When any 
one in distress looks to God for 
relief, he submits his troubles, 
without any reserve, into the 
hands of God and patiently and 
cheerfully waits the issue. The 
aged Eli, in view of the awful 
judgments, which were threaten- 
ed his family, immediately look- 
ed unto God; but he loooked 
unto Him, with perfect submis- 
sion, saying—* It is the Lord, 
let him do what seemeth him 
good.” The prophet Micah ex- 
presses the feelings of such per- 
sons as depend upon God for re- 
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lief in their distresses. “I will 
bear the indignation of the Lord, 
because I have sinned ; until he 
plead my cause and execute 
judgment for me”. The Saviour 
in view of his approaching suf- 
ferings, prayed, saying, “ Father 


| if thou be willing, remove this 
(cup from me, nevertheless not 
_ my will, but thine be done.”— 
| With the same spirit do all, who 
tress, will fully declare their cir- | 

. . } 
cumstances and plead for relief | 
by all the arguments they can | 


look unto God for relief, subimnit 
ail theimdistresses into his hands. 
Hence, 

4. This implies an uncondi- 
tional submission of themselves 
into the hands of God. While 
creatures are unwilling that God 
should dispose of themselves for- 
ever as he pleases, they always 
refuse to look to him. They 
are afraid of his determinations. 
They make conditions and res- 
ervations. While this is done, 
instead of looking to God for re- 
lief, they are opposing him in 
their hearts and increasing their 
distresses. While they oppose 
God he will afford them no re- 
lief. Relief under the Divine 
governmentis impossible without 
a spirit of resignation to his holy 
will. JINone can look to God for 
reliefuntil they resignthemselves 
without any condition to his ho- 
ly and sovereign dispusal. In 
David's troubles during the re- 
bellion of Absalom, he relied up- 
on God for relicf. His reliance 
was altended with perfect sub- 
mission. For David said—*“ If 
God thus say, I have no delight 
in thee, behold here am I, let 
him do to me, as seemeth good 
to him.” An unconditional sub- 
mission of themselves into the 
hands of God is always experi- 
enced by such persons as look 
unto him for relief in their dis- 
tresses.—It is now, 
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Tobe proved that they who 
are distressed, will obtain relief 
by looking unto God. 

1. They who look unto God 
are prepared to receive relief. 
Many in their distresses flee from 
God. They murwur under their 
sufferings, or fall into sullen des- 
pondency. They harden them- 
selves in sorrow and refuse to 
be comforted. While they re- 
fusc to Icok unto God they in- 
crease their distresses. and fit 
themselves for destrifliion. — 
They provoke God to anger, and 
must remain as “the troubled 
sea, which cannot rest, whose 
waters cast up mire and dirt.” 
When Pharaoh was visited with 
judgments, he hardened his 
heart and refused to look unto 
As he continued to strive 

with his Maker, his distresses in- 
creased until he was destroyed. 
The Israelites in the wilderness 
murmured against God in their 
distresses and perished under his 


mighty hand. So long as per- 


sons are ofastubbora spirit, they 
must bear their own sorrows. 
But when they humble them- 
selves and go unto God, they are 
prepared to enjoy his supporting 
and comforting presence. When 
they pour out their hearts before 
him, they are relieved. Light 
rises in darkness, and joy springs 
from sorrow. God dwells * with 
him that is of a contrite and 
humble spirit, to revive the spir- 
it of the humbie and to revive 
the heart of the contrite ones.” 
God delights to relieve the dis- 
tiressed as soon as they are pre- 
pared to receive relief. 

_ 2. God promises to relieve all, 
who look unto him in their dis- 
tresscs. The psalmist says— 
“ Wait on the Lord; be of good 
courage, and he shall strengthen 
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thine heart : wait. I say, on the 
Lord.” “ The rightcous cry and 
the Lord heareth and delivereth 
them out of all their troubles. 
Cast thy burden upon the Lord 
and he shall sustain thee ; he 
shall never suffer the righteous 
to be moved.” The Lord is 
nigh unto all that call upon 
him, to all that call upon him 
in truth. He will fulfil the 
desire of them that fear him.— 
He also will hear their cry and 
save them. The Lord Jesus 
Christ says—‘* Come unto me 
all ye that labor and are heavy 
Jaden, and J will give you rest.” 
James says—* Draw nigh unto 
God and he will draw nigh unto 
you.” And by Peter it is said, 
‘* Humble yourselves under the 
mighty hand of God, that he 
may exalt you in due time; 
casting all your care upon him, 
for he careth for you.’ Many 
such declarations and promises 
are made in the holy scriptures. 
When any persons comply with 
the conditions, on which these 
promises are made, they will be 
fulfilled. For it is impossible 
for God to lie. All, therefore, 
will obtain relief, if they will 
look uzto God in their distres- 
ses. 

3. All who ever looked unto 
God in their distresses, have eb- 
tained reliefi—When Jacob was 
distressed, through fear of his 
malicious and enraged brother, 
he looked untoGod. He spent 
the whole night in prayer. And 
God blessed him and prevented 
the evils he feared by softening 
Esau’s heart. When the chil- 
dren of Israel, under their severe 
sufferings in Egypt, looked unto 
God, he sent deliverance by 
Moses. During their tedious 
journeys through the wilderness, 
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whenever they looked unto God 
he relieved their distresses. Af- 
ter they were settled in their 
promised land, though they pro- 
voked God with their counsel, 
and were brought iow for their 
iniquity, yet he regarded their 
affliction, when he heard their 
cry. Heremembered for them 
his covenant, and repented ac- 
cording to the multitude of his 
mercies. The psalmist has re- 
corded many instances, iv which 
God afforded him relief under 
his troubles. He says—“ I 
sought the Lord, and he heard 
me, and delivered me from all 
my fears. ‘This poor man cried 
and the Lord heard him and sa- 
ved him out of all his troubles.” 
Again he says—* The sorrows 
of death compassed me, and the 
pains of hell gat hold upon me : 
I found trouble and sorrow.— 
Then called I upon the name of 
the Lord; O Lord, I beseech 
thee, deliver my soul. I was 
brought low and he helped me. 
Thou hast delivered my soul 
from death, mine eyes from 
tears, and my feet from falling.” 
When Christ was on earth many 
looked unto him when distressed 
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unto God. And however any 
may now be distressed, by look- 
ing unto Him, they will obtain 
relief. DIDYMUS, 


- 2mto— 


On preaching the Gospel. 


HE Gospel is stated by St,- 


Paul, to be “the power of 
God unto salvation to every one 
that believeth.” In other words, 
it is a dispensation in which the 
power of God is strikingly man- 
ifested by the manner in which 
the salvation of man is effected. 
The object of the Gospel is the 
recovery of man from the state 
of guilt and misery into which 
he had sunk by the fall, and his 
restoration to the Divine favor 
and to eternal happiness. The 
means by which this great change 
is effected are made known by 
the Gospel. Properly speaking, 
Christ, who, by his death, takes 
away the guilt of man, and the 
Holy Spirit, who, by his opera- 
tion. sanctifies the heart, are the 
grand agents in accomplishing 
this work. ‘The Gospel only 
makes kaown their agency, and 


with the heaviest burdens, and | is used by them as an instrument 
were relieved. When three thou- | of effecting their great design.— 
sand in the day of Pentecost | They require, therefore, faith in 
were distressed in view of their | the Gospel, and they employ 


guilt and danger, they obtained 
relief by looking unto God.— 
The power, and truth, and grace 
of God are unchangeable. ‘* He 
is able to do exceeding abund- 
antly above all that we ask or 
think.” They whotrust in his 
name, will soon find his grace 
sufficient for them, and his 
strength made perfect in their 
weakness. Nonecanbe more 
distressed than such persons as 
have obtained relief by looking 








'that faith as the medium by 


which they operate in changing 
the condition of man. And 
hence the Gospel is said to be 
the means of salvation. 

The Gospel evidently suppo- 
ses man to be in a stale of sin 
and guilt, under the just displea- 
sure of God, and liable to eternal 
condemnation. It supposes him 
further to be incapable of extri- 
cating himself from this state, 
by theexerlion of any powers 
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which he possesses in himself; , pel who represent man in a dif. 
and it implies that there is no | ferent state from that which the 
other law or dispensation given | Scripture supposes. If minis. 
by God by which man could be | ters do not speak of him as fallen 
saved ; every law of God being and corrupt, as naturally under 
too pure aud holy to we suffi- | the power of sin, and therefore 
ciently kept by the weakucss of | subject to the just displeasure of 
mau. a holy God ; this is to give such 
In this state of the ulter ruin | a view of man as would render 
of mau, w2 are informed by a | the Gospel unnecessary. If al. 
revelation frem God, that he has | lowing the corrupt state of the 
been pleased, in oppasstes ito| human race, they assert that 
his creatures, to appoint a Say- | there is power in man to re- 
jour for them. LHe has sent his | store himself by his own exer- 
own Sou totake upon him our | | tions, without referring him to 
nature, and to make atonement | ‘the Divine power and grace, 
for our sins. He has likewise | they do not preach the Gospel ; 
sent his Holy Spirit from above | because thus the sanctifying in- 
to testify this Saviour, and to | fluences of the Holy Spirit are 
communicate the benefits of his | rendered useless. If exalting 
salvation to the souls of men. | the merit of any righteous acts 
Through this Saviour men are | which man can perform, they 
to be restored to the Divine fa- | suppose them capable of coun- 
vor, and to be made partakers | terbalancing his transgressions, 
hereafter of the blessed kingdom | and rendering him acceptable in 
of heaven. Jathe mean time, | the sight of God, they do not 
through the influence of the Ho- | preach the Gospel; for thus 
ly Spirit, they are to be fitted | they make the cross of Christ 
and prepared for that holy state, | of none effect. If they repre- 
by the renewal of their nature, | sent Christ only as a pattern and 
by the sanctification of -their | example to mankind, and not as 
souls, by the mortifying of the | making atonement for sin by his 
body of sin, by their growth ia | blood ; or as being only a man, 
grace and ia a conformity to the | instead of the Son of God come 
Divine image. | down from heaven to redeem us, 
Such is the brief outline of the they do not preach the Gospel : 
Gospel. To preach the Gospel | for great is the mystery of god- 
js tomake it knownlomenina liness; that is, of the Gospel; 
fulland perfect manner, and al “ God was manifest in the flesh.” 
so lo euforce and apply Lhe sev- | If they fail in pointing out, that 
eral branches of it to the con-, the great end of Christ’s coming 
science. From this outline, then, in the flesh was to purchase to 
we may form some judgment of | himself a holy people, who, be- 
the true methed of preaching | ing made partakers of a divine 
ihe Gospel. A more distinct | nature, and delivered from the 
view of the subject, h owever, | corruptions of the world, should 
may be obtained by c considering | be zealous of good works, they 
what it is pot to preach the Gos- | do not preach the Gospel ; their 
el, preaching is at variance with the’ 
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pel was given. In a word, if, 
they do not represent man as in | 
absolute need of a Saviour; if! 
they ascribe to him the power 
to save himself; if they keep 
the great and only Saviour out 
of view, or substitute any thing 
whatsoever in the place of his | 
meritorious death. perfect right- 

eousness and prevailing interces- 
sion; if they do not insist on 
the sanctilying influences of the 
Holy Spirit as indispensably ne- 
cessury to the great end of the 
Gospel, the renewal of the soul 
in the divine image ; or if, allow- | 
ing this to be the end, they do | 
pot point out the appointed | 
weans of attaining it; they do | 
net presch the Gospel; they 
give false views of the state of 
man, and of the means of prepa- 
ring him for eternity. 

In these several cases, the 
Gospel may be said not to be 
preached at all ; because either 
some doctrine contrary to it is 
introduced, or some essential 
part of it is omitted. But be- 
sides this, the Gospel may be 
preached imperfectly, and may 
thus fail in a considerable degree 
to fulfil the great ends which it 
was designed te accomplish.— 








and direct application of scriptu- 
tural truth is not made to the 
conscience. 

It seems hardly necessary to 
observe, that in order to all this, 
much knowledge and wisdom 
are required. ‘Lhe Gospel, in- 
deed, is of itself plain and sim- 
ple. It was meant to be so, be- 
ing expressly intended for the 
poor and unlearned. In this, as 
in all the other works of God,a 
noble plainness and simplicity 
bespeak the perfection ef his 


skill. Christ and his apostles, 


by whom it was delivered, came 
net with excellency of speech or 
werldly wisdom: they were the 
very models of plainness in all 
their discourses. However high 
the subjects of the Gospel may 
be, they are made so plain by 
the inspired writers, that he who 
runs may read. Besides which, 
the Holy Spirit has been prom- 
ised to enlighten the mind.— 
What is required, therefore, in 
order to understand the Gospel, 
is ouly an humble and teachable 
spirit, a diligent study of the sa- 
cred oracles, and earnest pray- 
er to the Giver of all wisdom for 
his illumination. 

But though the truth will be 











This is the case when the sev-| made clear to those who use 
eral points already stated as | these means, and are thus duly 
characterizing the Gospel are | prepared to receive it, it must 
not exhibited in the full and | be acknowledged that there is 
proper proportion ; when a lucid | in men, in general, an unhap- 
view of the whole is not present- | py blindness of mind, a perver- 
ed; when a distorted represen- | sity of judgment, a corruption 
tation is given of it, one part! of heart, a prevailing regard lo 


being unduly magnified. or its | worldly interest, or an obstinate 


connection with the rest not | spirit of prejudice, which renders 





sufficiently marked ; when the 
outline is not filled up; when | 
the points more immediately re- 
quired by the peculiar circum- 
stances of a congregation are not 
insisted upon; cr when a close 





then indisposed to its reception. 
Hence .it is that ministers with 
the same documents in their 
hands, with the words ef our 
Lord and the writings of his 
apostles before them, have Cif. 
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fered so widely in the views 
they have given of religion ; 
while plain and illiterate men 
lhave been perplexed, and have 
been at a loss to know what 
teally was the Gospel of Christ. 

Some have dwelt almost ex- 
tlusively on the evidences of 
Revelation : an important sub- 
ject, doubtless, if it be consider- 
ed as only iniroductory to a 
knowledge of the Gospel itself ; 
while others have entirely over- 


looked the external proofs of our | 


faith. Some have dwelt chiefly 
on man’s moral obligations, sink- 
ing those doctrines which coneti- 
tute the foundation of all Chris- 
tian practice, and especially 


keeping out of view that Saviour | 


hy whose blood alone we are 
cleansed froin our sits. Others, 
sensible of this error, have gone 
jnto the opposite extreme ; they 
have perpetually dwelt on points 
6f doctrine, while what related 
to Christian practice has been 
either omitted or hurried over 
in general terms and without 
éufficient explanation. Another 
élass has failed in not applying 
the truths they have delivered. 
They have preached the grand 
doctrines of Scripture indeed ; 
but they Kave preached them 
as matters of specutation, as if 


the bare and cold knowledge of | 


the truth could be effectual to 
salvation. 
mated appeal to the feelings ; 
the close application to the con- 
Science ; the :{fectionate ad- 
dress as froin a father to his chil- 
dren, over wiioin lie was tender- 
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_ plying, the general truths of the 
| Gospel to the particular cases of 
their hearers. It is not the con 
stant repetition of the same form 
of sound words, however excel] 
lent, which can be regarded ag 
a complete delivery of the truth, 
It must be clacidated : it must 
be branched out into particulars: 
it must be explained and ampli- 
| fied : it must be broaght to bear 
on the peculiar cireumstances of 
the congregation, so that they 
may clearly understand and feel 
‘its force. In this way only can 
|a minister of the Gospel be said 
‘rightly to divide the word of 
| God, and lo give to exch his por- 
| Lion in duc season. 
The grand and distineuishing 
| doctrines of the Gospel are, as 
has been observed, exceedingly 
plain and easy, but at the same 
time they are most comprehen- 
sive ; and fully to understand 
all their bearings, and the whole 
detail of their application, re- 
quires more than the study even 
of a whole life. The sinfulnesa 
of our nature, for eaample, a 
most important doctrine of 
Christianity, is readily seen and 
admitted. But what avails the 
| general acknowledgment of this 











| truth ? The effects of sin must 


| be pointed out in all their 
various forms. The numerous 
| lusts of the flesh which lurk dis- 

euised in the human heart must 
| be stripped of their disguise and 
‘exposed to view. The love of 

ease and the love of pleasure 
:must be exhibited in all their 
| workings. Pride in its several 


ly watching in Christ Jesus :— | branches of self-conceit, vanily, 
these have been waiting ; and ostentalion, and such like atiec- 
the preaching, though specula- | tions must be held up to view. 
tively correct, has becn unfruit- | ‘fhe love of moncy, with its dif- 
ful. Others again have failed | ferent indications; the love of 


| 


in particularizing, that is, ia ap-! worldly honor, the desire of hu- 
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man applause, the operations of 


a secret spirit of impatience, en- | 


vy, resentment ; all these must 
be fully explained, if we would 
know the true meaning of that 
corrupt state from which it is 
the design of the Gospel to set 
us free. He, therefore, who is 
thus exposing sin, with the view 
of more clearly shewing the ne- 
cessity of the Divine work of 
Christ on the soul, is preaching 
the Gospel as truly and effectu- 
ally as if he were proclaiming 
the glad tidings of forgiveness 
in Christ Jesus. 

In like manner, he who ex- 
plains in detail the holy tempers 
and dispositions which charac- 
terize the “renewed” man; he 
who illustrates the fruits of the 
Holy Spirit, (net neglecting also, 
either in this or in the former 
instance, to give a clear and full 
view of the other great branches 
of Christianity ;) may be truly 
said to be preaching the Gospel. 
It is a narrow and confined view 
of the Gospel which would con- 
fine it exclusively to a particu- 
lar doctrine, as that of faith in 
Christ Jesus, without embracing 
all those other points which 
were equally taught by Christ 
and his apostles. 

It appears to have been the 
practice of our Lord and his 
apostles to direct their peculiar 
attention to the prevailing fautts 
of the people whatever they 
were. These they attacked in 
a forcible manner. Our Lord 
saw Uhat the Pharisees were the 
chief opposers of religion: He 
therefore constantly reproved 
them, and exposed their hy- 
pocrisy. Hie perceived that false 
tnterpretitions were pul upon 
the liw: and he look occasion 
fully to explain ils purity and 
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the extent of its requisitions, 
He observed the apostles to be 
worldly minded and ambitious ; 
he therefore frequently inculca- 
ted ‘heavenly mindedness, and 
deadness to the world and the 
things of it. 

The Episties likewise (to say 
nothing at present of the preach- 
ing of Johu the Baptist) are di- 
rected against prevalent errors 
or vices. And it is this particu- 
larity in the Epistles which ren- 
ders them at once interesting 
and instructive. The Apostle’s 
command to ‘Timothy, and thro’ 
him, to every minister of the 
Gospel, is not only to preach 
the word, but to reprove, re- 
buke, exhort, with all long sufs 
fering and doctrine ; to watch 
in all things, and thus do the 
work of an evangelist, and make 
full proof of his ministry. 

The Gospel was intended not 
only to convert men, but also to 
build them up in the faith, the 
love, and the obedience of Christ. 
We find, therefore, a difference 
in the strain of the Apostles’ 
preaching at different times and 
to different persons. When 
preaching to those who were 
unacquainted wilh the truth as 
it is in Jesus, they declare unre- 
reservedly the grace of the Gos- 
pel. If any afterwards abused 
that grace to licentiousnesss, we 
hear an apostle sharply repro- 
ving them, and telling them 
that faith without works is dead, 
and that a man could not be 
justified by faith iit were alone; 
that is to say, barren and unpro- 
ductive. ‘Lims did the apostles 
accommodate their preaching to 
the circumstances of their hear- 





ers, leaving an admirable pattern 

of the true manner of preaching 

the Gospel. And surcly they as 
Kee 
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truly fulfilled the high commis- 
sion they had received from Je- 
sus Christ to feed his sheep, when 
they reproved sin, unmasked hy- 
pocrisy, or rectified error; as 
when they delivered at first the 
suuple doctriue of Christ dying 
for sinners, and exhorted meu to 
be reconciled to God. 

But while a miuister thus ful- 
ly elucidates every important 
branch of the Gospel, and thus 
guards against imperfect repre- 

sntations of it, Christ must 
ever be held up to view as the 
great Author of salvation and 
the great Agentin it. Ife must 
be made the spring of all obedi- 
ence; the sum of the system, 
whose influence is to pervade 
every part of it. All things 
must refer to hi as their centre. 
This being kept uniformly and 
steadily in view, the perfection 
of preaching is to deliver the 
whole counsel of God, to omit 
no important part, and to dweli 
on each in proportion to its rank 
and importance, of which the 
Scriptures exhibit to usa perfect 
scale. 

What has been said may serve 
to correct the error of those who 
would confine the preaching of 
the Gospel to those doctrines 
alone which relate to the for- 
siveness of sins in Christ Jesus. 
This is indeed a most highly 





important part of the Gospel ; | 


but it is not the whole. In soine 
congregations, it may be that 
the state of the hearers may re- 
quire that these doctrines should 
be chiefly dwelt upon. In oth- 
ers, however, the practical parts 
of religion may be more partic- 
ularly necessary. ‘To preach the 
Gospel wisely and faithfully to 
each would require a straia of 


| 
} 
| 
' 
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superficial judges, to be almost 
contradictory. Such was pre- 
cisely the case with St. Paul and 
St. Jomes. ‘They both preach- 
ed the Gospel with much wis. 
dom and ability. They were 
both inspired by the very same 
spirit; yet the one will seem to 
many to have spoken inconsist- 
ently with the other. A little 
reflection, however, on differ- 
ence of circumstances, would 
serve to recoucile every seem- 
ing contradiction. 

Ip» conclusion, let it be remark- 
ed, that nothing new can be ex- 
pected in the preaching of the 
Gospel. If it be uew, it is on 
that very account false. Yet 
many persons seein to he anxious 
to find out something new which 
is to operate as a charm in effect- 


ing their salvation, That only 


is the Gospel which the Scrip- 
tures have revealed as such; 
and there the truth will always 
be found to be clear just in pro- 
portion to its importance. One 
preacher may be more happy 
than another in his talents, his 
mode of expression, his manner. 
ile may have more ingenuity of 
illustration, and may be more 
expert in handling particular sub- 
jects; but the truth itself is old 
and well known. Nor isit only 
folly to expect something new in 
the preaching of the Gospel : 
such an expectation often leads 
to fatal consequences. Many, 
through life, are thus seeking 
and never finding the truth.— 
Some persons are led to fix ov 
particular expressions of Scrip- 
ture, to the neglect of what is 
most important in doctrine ; 
some to cherish a fond regard to 
doctrines without attending to 
practice ; and some to use even 


preaching which inight seein, to ' religion itself for stifling the re- 
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monstrances of conscience.-— 
Hence also come divisions in 
the Church. It has ever been 
the policy of Satan rather to un- 
dermine the Church than to at- 
tack it openly. An open denial 
of any truth would be rejected ; 
but the disproportionaie exalta- 
tion of one part of the Gospel, 
to the depression of the rest, is | 
not so soon perceived to be preg- 
nant with danger. Let it be 
ever remembered, that it is the 
practical application of oid and 
well Known trutiis to the con- 
science, which is chiefly wanted, 
and from which Satan would di- 
vert the attention of man. What 
will avail, as has been already 
said, the speculative belief of a- 
ny religious truth, unless that 
truth be brought into effect ? 
The knowledge of the sinful- 
ness of our nature will benefit 
those only who trace it through 
its windings, chcrish the convic- 
tions of their conscience, con- 
fess their sins before God, are 
deeply humbled on account of 
them, and strive against them in 
the power of Jesus Christ. In 
like manner, the knowledge of 
the grace of the Gospel will ben- 
efit those only who, weary and 
heavy Jaden with the burden of 
their sins, listen to the invita- 
tions of Christ Jesus, make their 
application to him in faith and 
prayer, and rely on him for sal- 
vation with the heart unto right- 
eousness. No more will the 
knowledge of the pure precepts 
of the Gospel beuefit any but 
those who are purifying them- 
selves even as He is pure, and 
who are watching over their 
whole conduct that the temper 
and dispositions of a Christian 
may be found in them to the ho- 
nor of their blessed Master.— 








Difference between mere Knonledge, &e. 419 


The hour is fast approaching, as 
on the wings of a whirlwind, 
when emply speculations will 
not be allowed as a substitution 
jor a living faith and a holy 
practice. God grant that every 
one who reads this paper may be 
found in that day to have receiv- 
ed the truth in the love of it, 
and to have brought forth abun- 
dant fruit to the glory of our 
Lord and Saviour! 
[ Ch. Ob. 


Sto 


Difference between mere Knonl- 
edge and Practice in Keligion. 


HAT there is a great dif- 

ference between the knowl- 
edge of the truth, and an habit- 
ual love and practice of what is 
good, is a position which few 
will controvert. It deserves, 
however, an attentive consider- 
ation. I believe it is common 
for young persons of lively ima- 
ginalions, upon their becoming 
religious, to be anxious to ac- 
quire a knowledge of Divine 
truths. The nature of the doc- 
trines of the Gospel, and their 
mutual harmony and depend- 
ence, open an extensive field of 
speculation to their view. They 
read the Bible and religious 
books with eager curiosity ; and 
the sermons which they hear are 
readily impressed on the memo- 
ry. After some time, these sub- 
lime truths begin to lose their 
novelty ; the field is surveyed, 
and the same objects generally 
present themselves to their ob- 
servation. An accurate knowl- 
edge of the great doctrines of 
the Gospel is now acquired ; and 
here the danger begins which 
the writer wishes to investigate. 
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Persons of a warm fancy are 
likely to be carried cither into | 
the depths of speculative di- 
vinily, or into the heights of 
mystical extravagance. lain 
truths are no longer relished ; 
and something must be found to 
gratify an insatiable curiosily, 
cr the most enlightened preach- 
er will be thought superficial, 
and the Bible itself perhaps will 
be considered almost asa dead 
letter. The writer has witness- 
ed some of these excesses and 
dangerous errors in certain divis- 
ions of Christians ; and a mis- 
conception of the nature and 
importance of religious priuci- 
ples, as the ullimate end of re- 
ligious knowledge, has probably 
been a frequent source of sects 
and heresies. 

if | ln order, therefore, to avoid 
. these evils, we must consider 
a the acquisition of virtuous and 
1h ere religious habits as of far greater 
) | importance than the richest 
stores of knowledge. “ Knowl- 
edg puffeth up, but charity edi- 
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knowledge and information on 
religious points, Ict it be our 
| principal aim to become wise un- 
ii Mead to salvation through faith in 
4 A Christ Jesus. If we wish te 
Wiey know the truth, let it be with 
tai a this view, that the truth may 

Ht) make us free from all errors in 
, judgment, and all evils in prae- 
' tice ; that we may not oaly 
th know, but ee what 
WEE holy, and just, and good; and 
: miay follow whatsoever things 
i are pure, and lovely, and of 

good report. We shall find, 
that we may frequently review 
ihe same truths, and frequently 
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| Mie fieth.” A mere knowledge of 

pee) the truth will lead to vain jang- 
ite, ling, conceit and spiritual pride. | 
| th if Tf, then, we are seeking sound | 
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hear them explained and enfor- 
ced, without weariness or satie- 
ty, if we are only desirous of re- 
ducivg them to practice. 

For instance, the docirine of 
man’s fall and consequent de- 
pravity should teach us the im- 
portant lesson of humility and 
self-distrust. The doctrine of 
Divine grace and favor, through 
a glorious Mediator, should fill 
us with humble hope, with sted- 
fast faith, and with lively grati- 
God’s gracious care over 
his people, and his readiness to 
communicate the graces of his 
Holy Spirit, to renew, sanctify, 
and comfort them, are calcula- 
ted to inspire in them a_ patient 
submission to his sovereign will, 
and a constant reliance on his 
all-powerful support. The at. 
tentive reader of the Bible, or 
hearer of sermons, may easily 
draw similar practical lessons 
from other religious doctrines. 
And if he is properly acquainted 
with the weakness of his nature, 
and the depravity of his heart, 
he will find it necessary to have 
a frequent recurrence to the same 
general principles. He will seek 
to be grounded and settled in 
the truth. 

The writer by no means wish- 
es lo disparage religious knowl- 
edge ; his only aim is to point 
out the danger and disadvantoge 
of resting satisfied with mere 
knowledge. Te would have 
men not only to grow miser but 
beiier, by every opportunity 
which they enjoy of attending 
on divine things. Now all the 
means of grace, though they may 
not increase our knowledge, have 
certainly a tendency to nourish 
us in all goodness. ‘The regular 
performance of the duties oi 
prayer and praisc, whether pule- 
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lic or private, has a tendency to; external form. . And a little ex- 
increase in us true religion, to| perience will convince them, 
strengthen our piety, and to en-| that those who use no regular 
large our desires after divine | forms of prayer, do sometimes 
things. If we conscientiously | grow formal. They will find 
and diligently improve the | that these external ‘shadows do 
means of grace, we shall find | not constitute the essence of de- 
that religious impressions will! votion, and that liey are oulv 
grow stronger, and that we shall! means for the attainment of 
be enabled to run in the way of | something vastly mere inper- 
God’s commandments with in-| tant; that is, to grow up unilo 
creasing delight; worldly vani- | the image of Christ, anda fitness 
ties and pleasures will lose their | for eternal glory. Now, in order 
attractions, and we shall “ follow | to attain this important end, to 
righteousness, faith, charity, | grow up unto the measure of the 


peace, with them that call on 
the Lord out of a pure heart,” 
Since the acquiring of reli- 
gious principles and virtuous ha- 
bits, is, as regards ourselves, the 
principal end of divine ordinan- 
ces (the obligation we are under 
io attend on them as duties to- 
wards God, is not the object of 
this discussion,) we should care- 
fully look on them in that point 
of view, and prepare ourselves 


stature of the fulness of Christ, to 
increase in all the virtues and 
graces of the Gospel, we may 
well repeat the same services, 
ve nay frequently use the same 
means of grace, we may daily 
breathe the same cjaculations, 
Does a person in 2 healthy state 
of body refuse to take the same 
wholesome food ? Does he ever 
loathe his daily bread ? And 


how does a child grow up toa 
? 





accordingly. We = shall then 
see, Uhat spiritual improvement 
in the divine life, is much more 
to be regarded, than the gralify- 
ing of an idle curiosity, or the 
indulgence of empty specula- 
tions. Where this disposition 
prevails, those ministers will be 
esteemed whose discourses are 


solid and pious, rather than such | 


as are flashy or flowery. Inthe 
estimation of these, a sermon 
will not be less valued because 
it has becn previously composed, 
if it be delivered by one who is 
deeply interested in his work : 
nor will their prayers grow lan- 
guid and faint, because they are 
presented in words which have 
been in use for so many genera- 
tions. They will not expect to 
find acceptance before tne Di- 
vine Majesty on account of ary 


perfect man? By an excessive 
use of high seasoned viands, or 
by the satisfy ing nourishment of 
a siinple diet ? 

Let it, then, be our anxious 
care so to hunger and thirst after 





righteousness, that we may be 


| filled with grace and hezvenly 


' benedictions ; and let us never 
grow weary of the sweet manna 
and the waters of life which are 
communicated to us in the ordi- 
nances uf God. May we daily 
grow in grace, while we increase 
lin the knowledge of our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ. May 
we give all diligence to add to 
our faith, virtue ; and to virtue, 
knowledge ; and to knowledge, 
temperance ; and to temperance, 
patience ; and to patience, godli- 
ness ; and to godliness, brother- 
‘ly kindness ; and to brotherly 








422 











kindness, charity. For if these 
things be in us, and abound, they 
will make us such that we shall 
neither be barren nor unfraitful 
in the knowledge ef our Lord 
Jesus Christ. [Ch. O6. 
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Professor Yeates’ Collation of the 

Hebrew Manuscripts, brought 
from India by Dr. Buchanan 
is published ; of which the fol- 
lowing is an English Review. 



































T has long been a desideralum 
with Biblical scholars to ob- 
tain copies of the Hebrew Scrip- 
tures from the Jews who are set- 
tled in India and other parts of 
the Eust. It was reasonably 
supposed, that, as these Jews had 
a been forso many ages separated 
Wo uae from the rest of the mation in 
the West their MSS. might con- 
tain a text derived from the au- 
tographs of the sacred writers, 
it by a channel independent of that 
eh sh through which the text of our 
printed Bibles has been trans- 
mitted tous. Dr. Kennicott was 
te te very anxious to oblain a copy, 
| or, at leasta collntion of a MS. 
from India or Chins, for his edi- 
tion of the Hiebrew Bible, in ex- 
pectation that it would exhibit 
Important variations from the 
. Masorctic editions ; but he was 
iy unsuccessiul in his endeavors to 
ah procure it; aud the honer of 
1) first bringing an Tudian Ms. of 
the Licbrew Scriptures into Eu- 
i! rope was reserved for Dr. Bu- 
| chanan. 

The work before us presents 
us with the collation of a copy 
of the Pentateuch, which that 
Jearaed and pious Divine procu- 
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red from the Black Jews of Ma- 
labar, and which is now deposi- 
ted, together with several other 
Biblical M5S. collected by Dr. 
Buchanan during his travels in 
the East, in the Library of the 
University of Cambridge. This 
MS. is on a roll of leather skins, 
which is the form of the Codices 
used by the Jews in their syna- 
gogues, and considered by them 
as containing the purest text.— 
Like the European rolls, the 
Malabar copy is written ip col- 
umns, and without vowel-poiats, 
according to the rules observed 
by the Jewish scribes, as stated 
by Mr. Yeates, in his Prelimina- 
ry Remarks, p. 5. This MS., 
therefore, is of importance, as 
representing, as far as it is com- 
plete,* the authorised text of the 
books of Moses used in the publie 
worship of the Jews of India; and 
its value is enhanced by its be- 
ing composed of the fragments 
of three several rolls, and thus 
affording specimens of the read- 
ing of so many different copies. 
The Jews, from whom Dr. Bu- 
chanan procured it, differed in 
their account of its origin. Ac- 
cording to some, it was brought 
from Senna, in Arabia; others 
said that it camefromCashmire.t 
Mr. Yeates thinks that these ac- 





| counts may be reconciled, by 
| supposing that that part of it 
| which is written on brown skins, 
| in a characler corresponding to 
ve found in rolls of Arabian 


a 

* The latter part of the Book of 
Exodus, the whole of Leviticus, and 
the beginning of Numbers, are want- 
ine. : 

t In the provinces of Cashmire 
and Afghanistan, several Jews are 
to be found,supposed to be descended 
from the Ten ‘Tribes, who were 
carrie¢ into captivity by Nebuchaa- 
nezzar. 
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and African extraction, is the 
fragment of a MS. from one or 
the other of those countiies ; 
and that the other part, consist- 
ing of red skins, resembling the 
copies used by the Exstern Jews, 
was brought from Cashmire. 

Mr. Yeates has given the Va- 
rious Readings of this MS. com- 
pared with the text of Van der 
Hooght, and also with that of 
Athias. From this comparison 
it appears, that the Indian text 
is, except in a few variations of 
little or no importance, the same 
with that acknowledged by the 
Western Jews, and exhibited in 
the printed Hebrew Bibles. It 
agrees, in almost every instance, 
with the Masoretic editions, in 
those erroneous and ungrammat- 
ical readings which arc there re- 
tained, and, in some passages, 
corrected in the Keri. It also 
exhibits those peculiarities of 
writing, for the origin of which 
it is now difficult to account, but 
which the Masorets have reli- 
giously preserved in their text, 
such as the Liter@ majuscule et 
minuscule, the pointed words 
and inverted letters.« The Ma- 
labar copy, however, does not 
retain them in every passage 
where they are adopted in the 
Masoretic Bibles; and, on the 
other hand, they are, in some 
places, found in the Indian roll 
only. 


—_—_-— 


# The Jews, who wish to account 
for all the irregularities in their 
Biblical MS5. say, that these pe- 
culiar forms of writing were design- 
ed, by the sacred writers, to denote 
great mysteries, and to convey im- 
portant instruction. £x. gr. In 
Gen. xxiii. 2. we read that, 
* Abraham came to mourn for Sa- 
rah, and to weeft for her.” ‘The 
Hebrew word to weef, is printed 


It would be of great impor- 
tance to Biblical literature to as- 
certain, were it possible, the age 
of this MS. or, at least, that of 
the text which it contains. Tho’ 
this cannot be done, yet the fol- 
lowing circumstances seem to 
shew that it possesses fair claims 
to very high antiquity. 

There are, as Dr. Buchanan 
informs us, two classes of Jews 
in Malabar, the White, or Jeru- 
salem Jews, and the Black 
Jews. - The former delivered to 
Dr. Buchanan a narrative, in 
the Hebrew language, of their 
arrival in India ; which stated, 
that after the second temple was 
destroyed, their ancestors, fear- 
ing the wrath of the conqueror, 
departed from Jerusalem, and 
came into that country ; and 
in the year of the Creation, 
4250, (A. D. 490,) obtained 
certain privileges from the sove- 
reign. ‘The royal grant was en- 
graved on a brass plate, which 
they still possessed. Dr. Bu- 
chanan examined it. Like oth- 
er old Malabaric records, it had 
no date; but he observes, that 
the Jews must have existed a 
considerable time in the country 
before they could have obtained 
such privileges. 

Such is the antiquity of the 
White Jews of Malabar. Ofthe 
Black Jews, Dr. Buchanan re- 
marks, that “ it is only necessa- 


ia, ae 


with one letter smaller than the 
others ; ‘* which little letter we are 
tol], was so written by Moses to 
intimate to us ‘that we are not to in- 
dulee zrief for our departed frienis 
since Abraham wept but little for 
Sarah, as apfficars from this litile 
cafth ; and that Abraham, indecd, 
went but little, because, though he 





had lost his wife, it warin her sft 
age.” 
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ry to look at their countenance 
to be satisfied that their ances- 
tors must have arrived many a- 
ves before the White Jews. ‘Their 
VMindoos complexions, and the 
very imperfect resemblance to 
the Euvopean Jews, indicate 
tit Lucy have been detached 
froin the parent stock in Judea 
rainy ages before the Jews in 
the West.’ Christ. Hes. p. 310. 

‘fo this may be added, as an 
aliitioual proof ef their very 
early separation from the Jew- 
ish nation, that they appear not 
to have had copies of the Pro- 
phetical Books among them ort- 
giuaily, but to have been suppti- 
ed with them, and other parts 
of the Scriptures, by the White 
Jews. There seems, therefore, 
every reason to believe, that 
the Blick Jews of Malabar are 
a part of the remains of the first 
dispersion of the nation by Neb- 
uchadnezzir 3; and that the text 
of the Pentateuch, prescrved in 
their synagogues, is derived 
from those copics which their 
ancestors brought with them in- 
to India. 

One interesting fact is estab- 
lished by the collation of this 
MS.—that the Oriental Jews, 
though so long cut off from the 
rest of the nation, agree with 
them in the text of their most 
mnetent Scriptures ; aud, couse- 
quently, that 20 imyortant ein- 


endation of the preseut reading | 


g 
is to be expected from that guar- 
ter. Andif this re!l represents 
the copies of the Pentatenci: 
whica were possessed by the 
Jews of the first dispersion, 
(which, from the vory pecaticr 
circumstances under which it 
was found, is, al jeast, posstdle,) 


it assures us, as far as ths evi-! 
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dence goes, of another most ins 
teresting and satisfactory cir. 
cumstance—that the Masoretic 
Jews did not make that great 
change in the Hebrew text, 
which Dr. Kennicott, and some 
other Biblical scholars, suppose 
them to have done; but that 
they bave faithfully transmitted 
to us those sacred records which 
they received from their ances- 
tors. 

This work contains, also, the 
Various Readings of an Indian 
copy of the Book of Esther, 
found in a synagogue of the 
Black Jews of Cochin, by Dr. 
Buchanan, which has the same 
gencral correspondence with our 
Hebrew text as the Malabar 
Pentateuch. To this is added, 
the Megillath Ahasucrosh, or a 
Hebrew translation from the 
Greek of the LXX. of that part 
of the Book of Esther which 
is placed among the Apocrypha, 
also from a Cochin MS. Of 
this Hebrew translation Mr. 
Yeates has given an English 
version. 

The Preliminary Remarks 
contiin some useful notices res- 
pecting Biblical literature, par- 
ticularly a list of the Hebrew 
MSS. krown to be in England. 
The collation here given to the 
public was made at the desire 
and charge of the munificent 


'doaor of the MS. Dr. Buchane 
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British and Foreign Bible Society. 


Tue Committee of the British and 
Foreign Bible Society, desirous of 
gratifying its members, and those 
of the several Auxiliary Societies, 
Branch Societies, and Bible Associ- 





ations, throughout the United King- 
dom, with some portion of the latest | 


intelligence relative to the progress | 


supplying pious individuals, residing 
in large towns with copies for gratu- 
itous distribution among the pcor.”? 
Director Wittman adds, ** I discov- 
er an increase of genuine Christian- 
ity. The mindsof many are chang- 
ed for the better ; they pray moie 
earnestly ; they boldly renounce the 
world. Q, that the number of pi- 
ous, Conscienticus clergymen, might 
increase among us! A new impres- 


of the Society’s operations abroad, | sion of our Testament is now print- 
have given publicity to a number of | ing. There yet remain,” he adds, 
interesting particulars, of which we | “ thousands, and tens of thousands, 


can only lay before our readers a | 


few extracts. 


A letter from a member of the | 
Lutheran Church, in Paris, dated | 


February 5, 1812, expresses, in the 
strongest language, their thanks for 
a present of 250 Bibles and 50 New 
‘Testaments,made to the needy mem- 
bers of the congregation ; and states, 
that many poor families, whom he 
is in the habit of visiting, made a dil- 
igent and conscientious use of them. 
** But what is still more gratifying,” 
he adds “ to my feelings, 1s the wish 
of numbers, who have not obtained 
a copy as yet, to be put in possession 
of it. Almost every day fresh ap- 
plications are made ; not only on the 
part of our Lutheran, but also of 
our Reformed and Catholic fellow- 
Christians. Indeed we are at pres- 
ent quite overwhelmed with appli- 
cations of this kind which we are 
unable to satisfy.” 


A letter from Munich, dated Au-: 


gust 26, 1812, states, that the Ratis- 
bon (Catholic) Bible +~ | began 
in 1806 ; that, in 1808, its first edi- 
tion of the New Testament, on 
standing types, appeared ; and that 
twenty-eight thousand copies had 
been printed ; the whole of which, 
except one thousand, had been dis- 
posed of. Nearly all their copies 
were sold, the Bible institution hav- 
ing given away only one hundred. 
** But there are many benevolent in- 
dividuals, who purchase a number 
of ‘estaments for gratuitous distri- 
bution. Applications for the New 
Testament are numerous and fre- 
quent, and the hunger after the 
Word of God is every where great. 
The distribution of the New 7Testa- 
ment might be considerably enlarged 
in Catholic Germany ; chiefiy by 
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both in towns and in the country, 
who are entire strangers to this holy 
book ; thousands, and tens of thou- 
sands, who having become sensible 
of its value, wish to possess it. Sure- 
ly here is ample scope for noble be- 
nevolence, for Christian zeal.” 

A letter from the Grisons, dated 
Sept. 6, 1812, expresses the grateful 
sentiments of the inhabitants to the 
Bible Society, for their generous 
contributions towards the printing 
of the Romanese New Testament, 
by which they have performed a 
most charitabie work, and gladden- 
ed the hearts of many lovers of the 
pure Gospel of Christ. 

A letter from the Chief Minister 
of the Zurich Church, dated Sept. 
12, 1812, announces a new edition of 
the German version of the Holy 
Scriptures for the use of those who, 
through the poverty of their circum- 
stances, have been hitherto pre- 
vented from possessing this treasure 
of Divine Truth, which they were 
encouraged to undertake, by a do- 





nation trom the Bible Society, 
| through Mr. Steinkopff, of 2,272 
| florins, for which it is added, ** we 
| return thanks to God and you— 
‘There has prevailed among our 
countrymen, from the time of the 
Reformation, and there still does 
prevail, a laudable zeal for recom- 
mending and promoting, more and 
more, the reading of the Sacred 
Scriptures; and whilst our affairs 
were ina flourishing condition, pro- 
vision was mace, at the public ex- 
pense, against a scarcity of this most 
wholesome food : but by the badness 
of the times this is become impracti- 
cable.” “ Among the greatest advan- 
tages and consolations which God 
has vouchsafed to us in these days 
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of ageneral calamity, we may just- 
ly reckon that remarkable zeal and 
concurrence on the part of so ma- 
ny followers of Christ, especially 
throughout Britain, in propagating 
and recommending the use of the 
Sacred Oracles.” “ When I am 
reflecting on these things, my mind 
is often cheered by the pleasing re- 
collection of that fraternal intimacy 
and epistolary intercourse which 
formerly subsisted between my pre- 
decessors of happy memory, espe- 
cially Bullinger, and the most pious 
anc learned pastors and prelates of 
the British Church. How much the 
propagation of pure evangelical doc- 
trine was indebted to that friendly 
communication on this most impor- 
tant subject, is felt by all, who, 
* taught of God,’ or imbued by Christ 
himself with a relish for sacred 
doctrine, know what it is fo draw 
Jrom the fountains, ani how wide 
the difference is between this ac- 
knowledgment of the truth, and that 
which is derived from every other 
source. God grant that this new 
union among so many lovers of Chris- 
tian truth, may daily take deeper 
Toot ; in order that it may minister 
largely to the growth of that holy 
and venerable church, which our 
most gracious Saviour has reserved 
to be built up for himself in these 
last days, thereby fulfilling his own 
declaration, *‘ There shall be one 
fold and one Shepherd.’ ” 

‘The Censor of Books in Vienna 
hopes, that such an eminent and glo- 
rious example of the purest Chris- 
tian zeal, for promoting the welfare 
of mankind, as has been given by 
the Bible Society, will, sooner or 
later, find active imitators among 
the inhabitants ot the Austrian em- 
pire, who are already disposed todo 
good. He thanks them for the Ben- 
coors and more than twenty other 

ibles and Testaments, and requests 
that the British and Foreign Bible 
Society would send to the Imperial 
Royal Library an account of the ori- 
gin, constitution, and organization, 
together with the Annual Reports 
to the last year, of this laudable in- 
stitution. 

The following is an extract of a 
letter from the Rev. Leander Van 
Ess, Catholic Professor cf Divinity 








at the University of Marburg, to 
Mr. Steinkopff :— . 

“ ] have just received from m 
friend Professor Kiaiber, in Stutgar 
the pleasing news of your arrival in 
that city, and your willingness to 
murchase 3,060 copies of our New 
Festament, for distribution amongst 
our poor. 1 have long had a great 
desire to apply to you by letter. The 
sreater was ny joy, when informed 
of your being in your native coun. 
try, and of your desire to spread the 
saving word cf the Lord aniongst 
the needy of our people. | commen- 
ced the translation and printing of 
my New ‘Testament, in humble re- 
liance on the assistance of God, and 
with the sincere wish to benefit his 
people. It had been nearly f ustra- 
ted moré than once, through the op- 
position raised agarmst it by deluded 
bigots: but He, that gave me the 
will, assisted me in accomptishing 
the work ; strenzthened me, his 
feeble servant, with power for the 
conflict ; and enabled me to perse- 
vere to the end. The first edition 
of 11,000 copies was (i: nosed of in 
afew months: it was bublished at 
our own expense ; and Deing cesir- 
ous to promote its circulation by 
rendering it as Cicay, us possible, so 
far from gaining by it, we lost about 
60/. Of the second edition of our 
New Testament, with standing types, 
about 7000, and of the third edition, 
with larger types, about 1590 copies 
are disposed ot. Almest every one 
of our free copies has been gratuit- 
ously distributed: we have had ma- 
ny pleasing proofs that their reading 
has been attended with a real bles- 
sing : godliness, contentment, and 
consolation, were the visible fruits 
of it. In many a family, in which 
the reading of the New Testament 
became a sacred custom, especially 
on Sundays and holidays, I saw the 
good seed springing up and ripening 
tor eternity. Now this Book of books 
is numbered among the jewels and 
sacred rélics of the family. The 
peopte become more familiar with 
its contents ; and draw from this 
source instruction and warning, en- 
couragement and comfort. We be- 
held the beneficiai effects of its intro- 
duction in many schools, conferring 
blessings on the parents by the in- 
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strumentality of the children; in 
some it was dis*ributed as a reward 
for diligence. but ... ‘hose places, 
where the attention of t+ peopie to 
the New iestament was recom- 
mended by ine Catholic clergyman 
himself, their eagerness and joy in 
reading it wes still greater. | have 
heard many interesting narratives 
from my feilow-cierzgymen concern- 
ing the good effects of Scripture read- 
ing, by which many souls have been 
turned from vice to virtue ; from 
the service of sin to a lively and ac- 
tive faith ia Christ. Many despond- 
ing, harassed by fears, and strug- 
gling with doubts, were cheered, en- 
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i firesent life, to administer to them 


the heavenly mawna, to lead the 
— to the source of divine com- 
fort. Indeed, I have learnt by ex- 
perience, that the Catholic people 
are more ready to read the Bible, 
than the elder ministers are to per- 
mit or recommend it For there 
still continues among our clergy, in 
many places, the pernicious preju- 
dice, that our church prohibits to 
laymen the reading of the Bible ; and 
another, as general as the former, 
that Scripture reading produces 
more harm than good among the 
people —This induced me, a few 
vears ago, to publish “* Mztracts 


couraged, and confirmed, seeking | from the Holy Fathers and other 


peace with God, and rest of con- 
science through Christ, or esteem- 
ing themselves happy in having 
found Christ in the Bible as their 
salvation and life eternal. How ma- 
ny do | hear, in these heavy times 
of oppression and distress, declar- 
ing the happiness thev cnjoy in the 
knowledge of their Bible, in the 
midst of all their troubles. If every 
thing (say they) should be taken 
from us, shouid we be even forced to 
part with our property and with our 
children, one comfort remains, of 
which none can rob us,‘that from the 
Bible. At the recommendation of 
some of our clergy, parents present 
their children with a New Testament 
on their first receiving the holy Sa- 
crament ; and.it is now a Ccustom- 
ary present from the bridegroom to 
his pride. 

“Tow often did my heart bleed 
to behold many coming to me from 


Divines of the CatholicChurch, con- 
cerning the Necessity and Useful- 
ness of reading the Scrifitures, by 
I. Van Ess ;”? fourteen sheets, price 
1s. which ccntain such a mass of evi- 
dence in favor of the practice out of 
all centuries, and such a cloud of 
witnesses, as might silence the pre- 
judices above mentioned. In order 
to make it as cheap as possible, that 
it may be more generally read, and 
to avuid having to do with the book- 
sellers, I undertook the printing of 
it at my own expense, at &d. to my 
no small disadvantage. 

Another letter from the same ob- 
serves: “* I need not repeat with 
what blessing it has pleased God to 
accompany the reading of the New 
Testament.* I will only add, that 
in the place of my residence, and al] 
ihe country round, a lively desire to 
vead the Word of God is increasing 
among the Catholic people, the bles- 
sing of which becomes daily more 





other parishes soliciting the gift of a 
New ‘Lestament, representing, with 

tears, their poverty to be so great, | 
that they were unable to spare even | 
the smallest sum for it ; and yet it | 
ws not in my power to Cispense| 
the bread of life to these hungry | 
souls. The same is the case with 
many of my fellow-clergymen, who 
frequently with joy perceive in their 
flock a thirst after the word of God ; 
but ow:ne to their own poverty, and 
that oi tneir people, are unable to 
satisty it. The hunger after God’s 
word, and the eagerness to read it, 
keep pace with the increasing dis- 
tress ; but it grieves us that we are 


evident. ‘he prejudices of our cler- 
gy against laymen’s reading the 
Bible are gradually disappearing ; 
many begin even to promote its dis- 
semination. Stimulated by the as- 
sistance of your Bible Committee, I 
feel emboldened to attempt, what I 
long since wished, the formation of 
another Catholic Bible Society ; the 
design of which will be, by collect- 


a 


* The translation of Mr. Van Ess 
is made from the original, and ap- 
proved and recommended by leading 
Ministers in the Lutheran and Re- 





unabic, in the wilderness of thie 


formed churches. 
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.ed that the Society established in 
. London for mepeting the knowledge 


_pository, animated by a zeal which 
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ing voluntary contributions, to pro- | expressions of my lively gratitude 
mote the cheap sale and gratuitous , for a kindness of which my heart 
distribution of the Holy Scriptures. | feels all the obligation For. this 
As soon as T shall have entered upon | purpose I employed, as my channel 
mv new office, as Catholic Professor, | of Communication, the Rev. Mr, 
cand Pastor of Marburg, and obtain- | Kosing, at that time Pastor of the 
ed a littie leisure feat shall printa | Danish Congregation in London, 
plan, begin the correspondence, and | which forms part of the diocese 
‘unite with active friends of Chris- | confided to my superintendance, [ 
tianity for this beneficial purpose. | know not whether my wishes, in 
You know that | have been engaged, | this respect, have been executed ; 
these several years past, in the | but being now intormed, my Lord, 
translation of the Old Testament, | that it 1s your Lordship who pre- 
and, without consulting my private | sides over this worthy Association of 
emolument, agreed with the printer | zealous Christians, I do — the 
to print at fourteen pence a copy. | honor of addressing myself directly 
He is desirous to execute the work | to you: and in sending you, my Lord, 
on standing types, (if he meets with | a copy of the letter which I had the 
the needful support,) which would | honor of writing to the Lord Arch- 
be the more desirable, as this will be | bishop of Canterbury, 1 venture to of- 
the first cheap edition of the Ger- | fer to you the purest,and most heart- 
-man Old Testament in our church, | feit thanks, as well for the kindness 
J hope to complete the translation | which I have just mentioned, as for 
next year.” the very recent impression and dis- 

A letter from a native of Iceland, | tribution of the New Testament in 
and Counsellor to his Danish Majes- | the Icelandic and Laponese languag- 





‘ty, dated Copenhagen, November | €3: information and copies of whic 


11, 1812, states the great want of I have received from the Rev. Mr. 
the New Testament in that country, Henderson. 

and the gratitude of his countrymen| ‘ Be pleased, my Lord, to become 
towards their generous benefactors | the organ of my gratitude to the So- 
who’ supplied them with it. The | ciety, of which you are the worthy 
Rectors testify the warmest grati- | President. Be pleased to assure 


“tude to their generous benefactors. | them, that, whatever be the distance 


They pray “ that the Almiglity God, | which separates our countries, and 


“who is all charity, will reward those | whatever be the circumstances 


great promoters of piety and virtue | which influence our nations, the 
with his choisest blessings, tempor- | bond of our holy religion unites us 
al and eternal.” as brethren ; and that the kindness 
The following is a letter from the experienced by our fellow-country- 
Bishop of Zealand, in Denmark, to | Men detained in the prisons of your 
Hight Honorable Lord Teign- | €™pire, or removed far from us by 
mouth, dated Copenhagen, January the ices of the North, will be always 
regarded by us asa good ae ot 
‘ : ‘ osing upon us the sac uty © 
My Lord,—-When I was inform- cherishing for ever in our hearts 
those sentiments of gratitude and es- 
teem, which Christian virtue, natu- 
rally beneficent, could not fail to in- 
spire. 


of the Holy Bible, and of that Reli- 
gion of which it is the sacred de- 


does it so much honor, had kindly | Such are, my Lord, my senti- 
rinted the New ‘Testament in the | ments for you and the Society over 
anish language, in order to distri- | which you preside. Accept the 
bute copies of it to the prisoners of | homage of them, and be pleased to 
war of my nation, I hastened to con- | believe, that we shall never‘cease to 
vey to his Grace the Lord Arch-| accompany you with our sincerest 


‘bishop of Canterbury, whom I sup-} wishes that the Lord may deign to 
- posed to be a member of the above | shed his benediction on your pious 





mentioned respectable Socicty, the! and generous effurts, which tend 
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solely to the glory of his name, and 
the welfare of our fellow creatures. 
1 have the honor to be, with the 
highest esteem, &c. 
* FREDERICK MUNTER. 
“ Bishop of Zealand.” 


<2 +o 


Biographical Sketches of Rev. 
Joshua Belden. 


HE was born in Wethersfield, July 
1%h, O.S. 1724, His parents, Mr. 
Silas and Mrs. Abigail Belden, who 
sustained the character of respecta- 
bility and piety, were diligent in the 
religious education of their son. This 
diligence was amply compensated, 
in his devotion to religion, and it af- 
fords encouragement to special care 
in teaching children the fear of the 
Lard. He was designed for a public 
education. He commenced his pre- 
paratory studies, under the instruc- 
tion of Rev. Stephen Mix, and finish- 
ed them with a Mr. Williams, of 
whom he used to speak with lively 
gratitude and complacency, as his 
patron and benefactor. He was ad- 
mitted a member of Yale College in 
1739, wasa diligent and sound scho- 
lar, and received his degree with 
reputation, 1743. 

e was an example of early at- 
tention to the religion of Christ. In 
the second year of his collegiate 
course, as he was laying the founda- 
tion for public usefulness, in his lite- 
rary attainments, divine grace, as he 
hoped, had a saving operation on his 
heart, and fixed his thoughts on the 
work of the Christian ministry. 

It wasin the year 1741, in the 
month of March, when he was in 
his 17th year, as he used to relate, 
that he first received those religious 
impressions, which had a_perma- 
nent effect on his mind. The cir- 
cumstances of his first awakenin 
were as follows: —— obtain 
leave of absence from the College, for 


a few days, he rode to Wethersfield 
ijn company with two or three of his 
fellow students, on some special bu- 
siness among his friends. They left 
the College in high spirits, and their 
companions saluted them with jovial 
expressions, as they departed. In 
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their absence, an astonishing change 
was wrought upon the College, by a 
special religious awakening, which, 
hke an electric shock, affected in a 
greater or less degree, almost every 
member of the institution ; but of 
this they heard nothing until their 
return. ‘They arrived in town early 
in the evening, and expected to be 
hailed by their friends in the same 
spirit, with which they had left 
them ; when, to their great surprise, 
they observed a silence as solemn as 
the grave, and were unable to con- 
jecture the cause. 

When he entered his room, he 
found a number of his intimate ac- 
quaintances assembled, anc beheld 
with amazement, the change which 
three or four days had effected, in 
their countenances and deportment. 
He could not forbear to ask what 
was the matter, when he was infor- 
med of the cause; and from this 
time it is understood, that he made 
religion his supremeconcern, This 
was the time when Whitefield and 
Tennent excited so much attention 
among the people, and when the stu- 
dents were prohibited, by the facul- 
ty of the College, from going out to 
hear the preaching of those men— 
Mr. Belden and the celebrated Da- 
vid Brainerd were of the same class, 
but he was not a refractory subject, 
and did not believe that true religion 
required him to disobey the authori- 
ty of the College, for the sake of hear- 
ing a particular preacher. He be- 
lieved that the lawsof propriety and 
religion were not hostile to each other. 

While he was a member of Col- 
lege, his father, okey | sold his pro- 
perty in Wethersfield, and having 
made a purchase in Canaan, was 
cut off by death, while making his 
arrangements for a removal. His 
family, however, soon settled in Ca. 
naan. This event led Mr. Belden 
to relinquish the idea of his chosen 
profession, and to turn his attention 
to the care of the bereaved family. 
At this time, it was, that the inter- 
position of his friends assisted him, 
in the decision which has given to 
the church the long and useful la- 
bors of this precious man of God. 
Dr. Hopkins, ané another of the 
brethren, in whose vicinity he then 





was, seeing the pressing call for 
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ministers of Christ, and judging 
hiin to be enineutly calculated tor 
that work, went to reason with him, 
on the course of life which he had 
taken. ‘They found him, at the 
plough. ‘They urged upon him the 
point of duty, and persuaded him 
to leave the ordinary occupations of 
life, for the work of frreaching the 
kingdom of God. 
rom this time he forsook all, for 
his professionalemployment. After 
he had speiit some time in his pre- 
paratory studies, he was licensed to 
reach the Gospel, and was recom- 
mended to the churches. 

He preached for some time, ina 
frontier town, where alarins of In- 
dians frequently disturbed the peo- 
ple, and where all the inhabitants 
used the precaution of sleeping with- 
ia a fortification. 

When he had been a candidate. 
about two years, he was invited, 
May, 1747, to Morten in Newington, 
2d Society in Wethersfield ; having 
preached to the people during seve- 
ral months, he was called to take the 
charge of them in the holy ministry. 
The peopie had employed a number 
of candidates in succession, but with- 
out union in their choice ; and were, 
at length, happily agreed in Myr. 
Belden. After the various ovserva- 
tions which had been made upon 
those that went before him, one of 
the leading characters was asked, 
what he thought of Mr. Belden, and 
replied, 4n Israelite indeed.—He 
was ordained, November 11, 1747, 

He was twice married ; first, to 
Miss Anne Belden, next, to Mrs. 
Honor Whiting. He had eleven chil- 
dren, six of whom died before him, 
and one since ; viz. Mrs. Martha 
Lynde, wife of Dr. Joseph Lynde of 
Hartford. Four survive ; viz. An- 
ne Belden, unmarried, the wife of 
Rev. Silas Churchill, of New Leba- 
non, ( N.Y.) the wife of the Rev. 
Nathaniel Gaylord of Hartland, and 
Hezekiah Belden, Esq. of Wethers- 
field. 

Mr. Belden possessed “* a sound 
mind in a sound bedy.” His intel- 
lect was clear, his memory reten- 
tive, his judgment rational, and his 
mental exercises, cdclibcrate and 
firm. In theology, which was his 
favorite, as well as his professional 
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study, he was a diligent and success- 
ful student. He acquired a clear 
uaderstanding of the system of doc. 
trines Contained in the word of God, 
and poe ability and firmness, 
to defend them against the objections 
of unbelievers. 

In the cultivation of these powers 
of mind he was employed, from his 
childhooc, and was favored with the 
best advantages of education which 
this country afforded, at that time. 
He was a man of extensive reading, 
especially in the science of religion ; 
and this continued even to the close 
of his days. In this employment he 
spent the miost of his time, after he 
left the active services of the minis- 
try, and from long habit, seemed 
unwearied ia his application. His 
sight continued remarkably good to 
the last, in which he used to speak 
of the special goodness of God, as 
it furnished his mind with the em- 
ployment aud amusement, of books. 

Another strikimg trait in his cha- 
racter was sobriety. His counte- 
nance bore that aspect of seriousness 
and gravity, which was the true in- 
dex of his mind. He maintained a 
dignified reserve in his deportment, 
whicu Could not fail to inspire in the 
beholder, respect and veneration ; 
but which sometimes gave to stran- 
gers the idea of a man not familiar 
and easy of access. Levity and tri- 
fling, ‘folish talking and jeating 
were put far from him ; and when 
he observed any conduct inconsistent 
with strict decorum of manners, he 
frowned upon it as childish, uzfiro- 
fitable and vain. 

He was also distinguished for 
openness and sincerity. ‘Che sen- 
timents of his heart were to be 
read in his expression, which so 
plainly appeared, as to remove, in- 
sensibly, from those wlio conve 
with him, even the suspicion of se- 
cret ambush and snares. To take 
in his companions by artifice and 
disguise, or to circumvent them, to 
shew a knowledge of mankind, and 
a power of managing them, wasno 
part of that excellence of character 
to which he aspired. He was no 
flatterer ; but treated every man, ac- 
cording to his views of real worth ; 
so that no room was left for an ap- 
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ter would be traduced or injured by 
him. 

Temperance and frugality were 

rominent features in him. His 

«lily constitution was framed to 
stand against the revolutions of time; 
but it is, doubtless, proper to say 
us longevity was greatly owing to 
the strict rules of living which he 
o»served Of ardent spirits, if he 
drank at all, it was in a sparing 
manner; for he treated it as a dan- 
gerous thing. It was a principle with 
him, that, of the gifts of Providence 
nothing should be lest ; but that ev- 
ery thing should be turned to the best 
account. 

His speech seemed to be always 
with grace, seasoned in such a man- 


ner, as to vive a suitable answer Co | 


every man. FE.ven his ordinary con- 
versation was managed, with great 
circumspection, correctness, and de- 
liberation, elevated above low ex- 
pressions, and might be assumed as 
a pattern of dignitied discourse. He 
was ever on the guard against de- 
scending to things which might 
strike any mind as improper, ina 
man of his standing and profession. 
Indeed, he seemed always to speak, 
under the impression, that, in the 
multitude of words, there wanteth 
er? 8272. of weit 
e was a man t regularity. 
His life was a life of ceted, Every 
thing must be attended to in its place 
and order, and with the utmost ex- 
actness. This rule ran through 
his ordinary business, and through 
his professional labors. His mind was 
so constituted, and his habits were 
so formed, that to the last hour of 
his life, his minute concerns must be 
adjusted in his accustomed manner 
Asa preacher of Christ, he stood 


system of Christianity, and deeply 
impressed with the weight of divine 
truth, his conceptions were strong, 
and his mode of expression was for- 
cible. There was nothing splendid 
in his exhibition, which might attract 
the attention of the curious and fan- 
ciful ; but to those who are accus- 
tomed to estimate a preacher by his 
humble attachment to the Gospel, 
and an ardent concern for the salva- 
tion of men, he appeared pre-emi- 
nently worthy. His great concern, 
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and his constant recorded prayer 
was, that the word might be profita- 
ble to the souls of them that heard 
it. In preaching, he depended 
much on the special divine assist- 
ance, and enjoyed no satisfaction un- 
less he supposed himself to have felt 
it, in every discourse. After the 
Sabbath, he used to describe the 
feelings of his heart, in the exerci- 
ses of the day, noticing his freedom, 
with devout thankfulness. and reflec- 
ting on himself, with high severity, 
for his cold and lifeless frames. His 
heart seems to have been on the 
work of the ministry, and every 
other concern appears to have been 
subordinated to this grand design.— 
The great truths which he believed 
and taught, were the doctrines of 
grace. He honored and worshipped 
the Trinity of Unity, in God. He 
believed and felt, that man, in his 
fallen state, has no moral goodness ; 
but possesses the carnal mind which 
is enmity against God, and is dead 
in sin. Yhe proper Deity of Christ 
was, with him, a fundamental, 
and essential truth. He received 
Christ as Prophet, Priest, and King. 
His only hope was founded on the 
Saviour’s atoning blood. To this he 
directed sinners, as the only founda- 
tion of eternal life. Salvation by 


grace was his delighful theme, and 


he often spake, with great feeling, 
of the all-sufficiency of Christ. He 
renounced all dependence on works, 
and said that Christ was the only 
possible, and the only desirable Sa- 
viour. He — in the eternal 

urposes, the sovereign govern- — 
my and electing grace of God. 
He believed, as of infinite import- 
ance, regeneration by the power of 


| the Holy Ghost, repentance towards 
in the first rank. Well versed in the | 


God, justification by faith, and com- 
ylete salvation by divine mercy.— 
These things he pressed upon his 
hearers, with ability, with affection, 
with zeal and fidelity. Had he beer 
the immediate snbject, in Cowper’s 
description of an apostolic preacher, 
it could not have been more exact. 


sovecsensvevencees “ Simfile, grave, sincere ; 
In doctrine, uncorrupt; in lan- 


guage, pfilain, 
And pfilatn, in manner ; decent, eo- 
emn, chaste, 
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And natural in gesture ; much im- 
frress’d 

Himself, as conscious of his awful 
charge, 

And anxious mainly, that the flock 
he fed 

Might feel it too.” 





It is not too much to say, that he 
was a man of extraordinary humili- 
ty ; for he neither attempted to ex- 
alt himself, nor to pour cohtempt 
upon others. When he spake of 
himself, it wasin terms of dispraise ; 


_and when he spake of others, he 


manifested a disposition to esteem 
them better than himself. He spake 
respectfully of all his brethren in the 
ministry, and even of young men he 
was ready to acknowledge, that they 
could do better than he. In these 
respects, a Mr. Belden is rarely to 
be found. 

He had a deep sense of sin, and 
barrenness of life. While others 
looked upon him as a model of pie- 
ty, his views of himself were ex- 
tremely abasing, as appears, most 
strikingly, from his private writings, 
which were never Calculated to 
seen, but by his own family. On 
the death of a minister who was 
his “‘old acquaintance and special 
friend,” he says, ** Why are the 
useful removed, and I, an unprofita- 
ble servant, a burden to the earth, 
continued ?” ‘Togive a more stri- 
king specimen ; * This morning,” 
says he, “ deeply abased, under a 
sense of my excceding vileness and 
guilt, was enabled to pour out my 
mournful complaints of the wretch- 
ed depravity and corruption of my 
nature, the numberless sins, and 
raost heinous offences of my life.— 
Sins of youth and riper years, of 
omission and Commission, against 
God and man, stare me in the face. 
Qh, what a monster of rebellion, 
baseness, and ingratitude, have ] 
been! How have 1 buried my tal- 
ents, as in the earth, a siothful ser- 
vant! Oh, my negligence of my great 
work, pride, hypocrisy, eartliliness, 
and sensuality. God be merciful 
to me a poor self-destro, ing sinner, 
who falls at the foot of sovereign 
grace, sovereign almighty grace, 
through a precious Redeemer.— 
I was enabled to plead with fer- 
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vent importunity.” Such were his 
habitual views of himself, and though 
his crimes were invisible to others 
yet to his last days he acknowlede- 
ed himself to have done nothing for 
Christ. He seemed to have uncom- 
mon views of the odiousness of sin, 
to groan under the burden of it, and 
to abhor it as abominable in the sight 
of God. “1 am assured,” said he in 
conversation with a friend, * 1] am 
assured of the universal and total 
depravity of my heart—of a total 
destitution of holiness, or conformity 
to God. I know my own helpless- 
ness.” 

He had a high sense ot the all- 
sufficiency of Christ, for the salva- 
tion of sinners. While he felt his 
own sintui and helpless condition, he 
beheld in Jesus one who came to 
save his feofile from their sins, one 
perfectly adequate to the wants of 
the perishing soul. The Saviour ap- 
peared to him as the chiefest among 
ten thousand, and altogether lovely, 
and all his hope and consolation 
were in him. “I see,” said he, 
“the sufficiency of Christ, and I 
think I find evidence of having cor- 
dially embraced him. I renounce 
all creature-dependence, and look 
to Christ, for justification, freely by 
grace. Salvation is, cn no account, 
a matter of debt ; it is all of grace. 
‘The atonement of Christ is such as 
lays a proper foundation for the par- 
don of the whole world, if they 
would come unto God by him, and 
for the same reason, that it is suffi- 
cient for the pardon of a single 
sin.” ** I desire to give glory to God, 
that the Gospel reveals an all-suffi- 
cient Physician, able and ready to 
heal and save. Were it not for this 
source of peace and comfort, my 
soul must sink in despair. Some in- 
tervals of light, from this quarter, 
keep alive a solacing hope, amidst 
the darkness and disquietude that 
often hang over my mind. Oh, for 
deliverance from an evil heart of un- 
belief, for a more lively, active faith 
in the full atonement, the perfect 
righteousness of the Redeemer.— 
Here is the only, the sure founda- 
tion of hope. Here I desire to cast 
anchor for eternity. Yet, alas! how 
littic, how weak my faith ; how fee- 
ble and unsteady its exercises, if, n- 
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ceed, Ihave any at all, and am not 
deceiving myself with the hope of 
the hypocrite which shail perish.” 
At another time, he writes thus: 
“If Lam not deceived, Ihave an 
abiding, fixed hope and trust in 
Christ, his fa!iess, and the all-sufii- 
ciency of atonement and righteous- 
nessthat there is in him, though too 
often mixed and clouded with dis- 
tressing darkness, doubts, and fears, 
through remains of native or con- 
tracted corruption, which causes me 
often to cry out, O4 wretched man 
that Jam; who shail deliver me 
from the body of this death.'Thanks 
be to God for Jesus Christ. Whither 
shall I fee, but to Jesus the Gospel 
refuge.” 


He waseminently aman of prayer. } 


This he considered as the great du- 
ty of the Christian lite, and the 
intost important means of daily ii- 
tercourse with heaven. Besides his 
ordinary séasons, he employed, in 
self-examination and prayer, the an- 
iversary of his birth, the first day in 
the year, and otherdays which he oc- 
casionally separated for are and 
special exercises of devotion. On one 
of these occasions, he writes thus:— 
“Oh, that I may be enabled wisely to 
observe and improve the dealings of 
Providencetowardsmeand miiue, and 
to conduct suitably thereto. Though! 
have repeatedly, and more frequent- 
ty than usual, renewed my resolu- 
tions to, be the Lord’s since the com- 
mencement of this year ; yet, alas! 
J find a law in my members, war- 
ring against the law of my mind. 
Lhe good that Iwould 1 do not ; but 
—_ that I would not, that I 
19; 

* Jan. 1. 1762. Through the won- 
jerfal goodness and forbearance of 
(sod, I am breaght to the beginning 
of another year. He hath taken 
one from my family, and given anoth- 
ev. Oh, thatt might be.taught to pro- 
fit, both by afflictions and mercies ; 
and mey the thought, that 1 hav 
cne’year more to account for, aid 
one year less to live, havea quicken- 
nf induence on my soul, to greater 
citence ond fidelity, in div and 
fy wittuiness i God’s vineyard.” 

* July 30,1722. My birth day ac- 
cordiig to O.S. May the Lord en- 
vbie- me to live more entirely to him 

Vor. Vi. NO. 11. 
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than ever before. 1 determined to 
spend this day, in reviewing my past 
life; in contemplating the divine 
mercies to me ; in Calling to mind 
my sins against God with humilia- 
tion and prayer ; and in renewin 
the surrender of myself and my al 
to him as my God and Redeemer. 
‘The Lord guide my meditations, di+ 
rect and fix my resolutions, and give 
me grace to. spend and be spent in 
his service, to fill up the residue of 
my days, with usefulness and du- 
ty. 

In prayer, he manifested a distin- 
guished fervor of devotion, a strik- 
mg adaptation of thought to the sub- 
jects, and a dignity and propriety of 
expression not commonly excelled. 

Another thing to be noticed of him’ 
was, his great tove to the word of 
God. ‘rhis he read daily, for the di- 
rect purpose of personal devotion, 
and spiritual improvement, in dis- 


. tinction from its use in the family, and 


in his professionaletployment. “If 
lam not greatly deceived, indeed, 


‘said he, in conversation, 1 can adopt 


the language of the Psalmist and of 
Job, concerning the sweetness, and 
preciousness of the word of God. 
It is more frrecious than the most 
fine gold, sweeter’ than the honey 
‘comb, and more important rhan my’ 
necessary food. Yt is daily my deé- 
light. 
The Sabbath and public worship’ 
were peculiarly dear tohim. On 
the day before the Sabbath he tock 
care that every possible preparation 
should be made ; so that the holy 
work of that day might not be in- 
terrupted, by secular concerns. It 
was his cate to preserve a sericus' 
and hearenly frame of mind, through 
the day ; and for this purpose, he’ 
viciantly cnarded his thoughts, his 
speech, and his conduct. He was 
unwilling to receive company, on the 
Sabbath ; because it diverted his 
mind from those contemplations, in 
which he chose to Le engaged 3 and’ 
le was exceedingly erieved, When- 
ever his pleasures of the Sabbath 
vere interrupted. It appears ‘to 
have been his constant practice to 
mark doin the frame of muidy in’ 
which he spent that holy cay.” His’ 


delight in public worship was mani- 
- « ° * - “ 
fested, by his extraordinary ‘diff 
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gence, in going to the house of God, 
during the last ten years of his life ; 
when it was no longer necessary 
for him to attend, as the acting pas- 
tor, and when the multiplied infirmi- 
ties of age seemed to form a fair ex- 
cuse for his absence. Sometimes, 
when his friends thought it improper 
for him to go out, and when he him- 
self acknowledged that it seemed as 
though he could not go ; still his love 
to the place where the divine honor 
dwells, would prevail over the infir- 
mities of the flesh, and he would re- 
turn, refreshed by the exercises, and 
enlivened by communion with God. 
He would say, * I know not how 
few my Sabbaths may be, and I am 
unwilling that any thing, but neces- 
sity, should deprive me of the public 
privileges of one; and J believe that 
necessity is ofien pleaded as an ex- 
cuse, where it Covs not exist.” He 
was more delighted in the porform- 
ances of other ministers, than in his 
own ; and often wrote animating ac- 
counts of the pleasure he found in 
the public services of his brethren. 
Ja the most uncomfortable weather, 
when almost all the people thought 
themsciyes excused from the house of 
Goad, he would be theve ; nor was he 
entirely prevented, until within a few 
months of his death—The following 
extracts from his writings may give 
a specimen of his views and feelings 
on this subject : “ How amiable are 
thy tabernacies, O Lord of Hosts ! 
Truly, a day in thy courisis better 
than a thousand. What a blessed 
institution is the Christian Sabbati ! 
I find zt good for me to draw near 
to God, anc to wait upon hit in his 
sanctuary. Biessed be hisname, for 
his word, Sabbaths, and’sacraments, 
and for the continued and unmolest- 
ed enjoyment of these precious pri- 
vilegcs.” 


“September 17, 1869. “The Sab- 


bath, as I get nearer the grave, 
grows. sweeter, more delightful, 
more improving, and refreshing, and 
appears a most wise and gracious in- 
stitution. blessed be the Lord, that, 
as vet, Lam asic, with few interrup- 
tious, to seek and weit upon him, in 
his sanctuary, on his holy day. Oh, 
may this precious season, and the 
ordmances of divine worship be, in- 
ceed, more and more blessed, to 
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prepare and ripen me for that res 
which remaineth in heaven for the 
jreofile of God.” 

Family religion, as it might be ex- 
pected of him, from what has been 
said, was a privilege which he high- 
ly prized. He had his children in 
subjection with all gravity, and he 
was diligent to ring them uf in the 
nurture and admonition of the Lord. 
His house wes a house of prayer, 
and it was matter of lamentation 
with him, whenever infirmity made 
it necessary to omlt the united wor- 
ship of God in his household ; and 
urgency of business he would not 
admit, 2s a good cause for neglect. 
But amidst all his decay, he was 
enzbled to continue family prayer, 
until within a day or two of his 
death. 

He wasvery particular in noticing 
the dispensations of Providence. It 
was a maxim with him, to eye the 
Divine hand in every event. 

He was a man patient under afflic- 
tions, and earnestly desirous that 
they might have a gracious opera- 
tion upon his mind. ‘Twice was he 
Called to follow the desire of his eyes, 
and six times, his beloved offspring 
to the land of silence.. Jn these, and 
other tribulations, he learned sub- 
missicn to the righteous providence 
of God. He passed through a hea- 
vy trial, in the long distress, and 
death of his first wife. In expecta- 
tion of the event, he thus prays— 
“ May God help me quietly to re- 
sign her into his all-gracious hand ; 
and Oh, that,when creature-streams 
are jailing, my soul may have re- 
course to the infinite Fountain, and 
find a satisfying fulness in God.”— 
“ Oh, how 
deeply dees the arrow of divine an- 
ger pierce my heart with grief. ‘The 
desire of my eyes, my Cearest crea- 
ture-comfort is taken from me ; but 
let me not repine; for it is God’s 
sovereign rigjit to take, as well as 
vive. if earthly delights fail, if 
created streams are dried up ; yet 
the fountain remains full. Oh, thith- 
er Jet me repair, and satisfy my 
mind. Blessed be God, for so long 
an enjoyment of so dear and plea- 
sant a companicn. May the loss be 
made up in spiritual gain, to me and 
my poor children. Oh, for divine 
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grace, that I may present to God 
the sacrifice of a broken and con- 
trite heart, and come forth purified 
from the furnace of affliction ; that 
I may mourn, without repining, and 
so as to find divine comfort from a 
sealed pardon.” 

In the decline of his other wife, it 
was his great concern that his mind 
and hers might be prepared for the 
event, and be submissive to the di- 
vine will. ‘* May a gracious God 
accomplish his own work in, and for 
her, and bring her wiil cheerfully to 
submit to his, and prepare her and 
me for whatever that may be.” A 
short time before her death, when 
her mind was disordered, he said ; 
«Oh, that she might have the excr- 
cise of reason, before she leaves us ; 
it not, God’s will be done, and may 
we submit, and be fitted for that ; 
only let her find mercy, in the day of 
the Lord. When her son first ap- 
peared, after along absence, which 
was a day or two before her death, 
she seemed, for a moment, as awa- 
ked from sleep, clasped him and 
cried, ** My child”—atter which she 
took no more notice of him, or any 
other. Sheexpired, Aug. 21, 1801, 
without a groan or struggle, and is 
gone, I hope, tu perfect, everlasting 
rest and peace. At this moment he 
said, ** Jt ig God that hath done it ; 
Iam dumb and ofien not my mouth.” 
His after reflections may be seen 
from the following example: ** How 
fleeting . are creature-comforts !|— 
Worldly joys, how transient! What 
is life ? Avapfior. Boast not thy- 
sclf of to-morrow. To-day hear the 
voice of wisdom. Do with thy 
might what thy hand findeth to do. 
The Lord make me to know where- 
fore he contends with me, and let 
the fruit be the taking away of sin, 
and making mea partaker of his 
holiness.’? 

In May, 1808, his children being 
all removed from him, he left his 
own house, and entered the oa 
of his son, Joshua Belden, Esq. wit 
the expectation of spending the re- 
mainder of his days with him. Ina 
few days after his settlement in this 
family, his son died ; which over- 
turned ali his expectations. ‘This 
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ness and resignation, which he bad 
learned in a long life of trial. “1 
had promised myseli,”’ said lhe, 
“much comfort in that son, too 
much ;...God has wisely and gra- 
ciously taken him away. 1 had 
looked upon him, as the stay of my 
age, and the support of my declining 
years ; but God is wise and right- 
eous, and has a right to rule, and 
dispose ¢f all his creatures. Zhe 
Lord gave, and the Lord hath 
tuken away ; blessed be the name of 
the Lord. Alas! lover and friend. 
have forsaken me ; but Christ lives; 
God remains the same ail-sufficient 
Being. 

Kis charitable donations, though 
concealed, from priaciple, while he 
lived, yet may now with propriety, 
ve brought into view. When ke saw 
the needy, he never sent them away 
empty. ‘Phe mdigent bless his mem- 
ory. He ieit a deep concern for the 
advancementof the Gospel-kingdom, 
and gave liberally for the propaga- 
tion of Christian knowledge. The 
writer of this article has been infor- 
med, by a gentleman in the vicinity, 
who was made a secret agent in the 
business, that he had made an annu- 
al donation, of ten collars to the Mis- 
sionary Society of Connecticut, since 
the formation of that institution. In 
contributions his example was liber- 
al. He did considerable, in aid of the 
Tract Society, of New Haven. He 
gave § 100 to the funds of the New- 
ington Cent Society ; and & 50 to the 
Connecticut Bible Society. 

He was diligent, in the employ- 
ment of his time. He rose early in 
the morning, and soon retired to his 
study, where he spent some time in 
| devotion, as a suitable introduction to 
the business of the day. Indeed his 
study was his favorite spot. “* Here,” 
said he, ** is the piace where I have 
enjoyed the greatest comfort, and 
where I have spent the greater part 
of my life”? Being in easy circum- 
stances, from the beginning of his 
course, he was enabled to command 
his time, according to his pleasure ; 
and also, to furnish himself, with 
whatever books he chose; a pri- 
vilege, in which he was distinguish- 
ed, above most of his brethren, who 


was one of the greatest afflictions of | are condemned, by the scantiness of 


his life. He bore it with that caim- 








their income, to a dearth of books, 
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in the early part of their ministry, 
the very sezson when they are best 
qualified to reap advantage from 
them, and to prepare for a more 
able ministration to their hearers. 
He was ablein counsel. The evi- 
dence of this is to be found, in the 
multiplicd instances of difficuliy, in 
which he was called to give advice, 
and from which it appears, that 
none, in bis day, had greater confi- 
dence reposed in them. And this 
confidence was well founded ; for he 
hiad an ardent concern for the wei- 
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over the land, and poured cut ear- 
nest and abundant prayers, for the 
presperity of the United States. He 
read, with avidity, the religions ne- 
ricdical works of the day, and wes 
highly animated, with the relicious 
intelligence which he found : for 
nothing so delighted him, as to learn 
the revivals of religion, and the dif. 
fusion of Christian instruetion. 

In these jast years cf his life, he 
seemed to be engaged in nothing, 
but preparation for eternity. * As 
for the greatevent of death,” said 


fare of the churches, and his »judg- he, “ it is every day in my thoughts; 
ment was sound, as it was the re- | and though, when | bring it nearest, 


sult of experie: 
tious, thorough investigation. 
it is to be observed, that he wasa 


| 


ice,and of conscien- | my nature seems to revolt; yet I 


have, ordinarily, no fears or terror 
at its approach. I desire to spend 


man of peculiar diffidence. Instead | my whole time in contemplating fu- 


‘of showing tothe best advantage, 
che always kept himself back, and 
laced more confidence in others, 
than in himself; which concealed 
from the superficial observer, ma- 
ny of the solid excellencies of his 
mind. This diffidence often sub- 
jected him to embarrassment, in his 
public services, especially, in the 
presence of strangers. We often 
find him abasing himself, and chas- 
tising, in the severest terms, his 
performances, in other congrega- 
tions than his own, and compilain- 
ing of his * old infirmity,” which 
it seemed impossible for him to sur- 
mount, and by which he was some- 
timesextremely depressed. 

He preached, for the last time, 
and adininistered the Lord’s Supper, 
Nov. 6, 1803. During the ten years 
that followed, it was an important 
work with him to give private warn- 
ings and admonitions, on the salva- 
tion of the soul, as he had opportu- 
nity ; and, for this purpose, he visit- 
ed, abundantiy, the dweilings of his 
people, and none who visited him 
were suffered to ¢9 away empty. 
He was a firecacher of rishteousness 
to the lust, and was anxious to do a} 
he could for the salvation of men. 
He had a colleague ordzined, Janu- 
ary 16, 1805. 

He felt a strong concern for his 
country, and for Z1on, and this seem- 
ed to increase, rather than abate, as 
he drew near the close of his life. 
He was greatly distressed at the 
judgments which he saw hangirg 
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turity, anc waiting for the coming of 
my Lord.” His favorite books, in 
his last years, were the Bible, the 
Abridgment of Henry on Prayer, by 
the North Consociation of Hartford 
County, and the Hartford Selecticn 
of Hymns. These lay constantly up- 
on his table. The Assembly’s Cat- 
echism, he said, was one of the 
greatest sources of comfort to him, 
“ in his wakeful hours of night,” as 
it gave a lead to his meditations, 
when his powers were so broker, 
that he could not command and ar- 
range his thoughts, at pleasure. ‘This 
he learned to repeat, in his child- 
hood, and retained to the end of bis 
life, which he considered as matter 
of special gratitude, as it furnished 
him with subjects of conte:splation, 
cn all the important points in theclo- 
ey; and he used to say, that he 
ten went through the whole of it, 
in the course of the night. 

‘Vhese are but faint notices of the 
man, whose example shone as a 
light in the world, and whose remo- 
val has left a great vacancy, in the 
church militant. One of the most 
aced and respectable ministers in 
the State, being asked what char- 
acter he would give cf Mr, Belden, 
replicd ; “1 have ever looked upon 
him as a worthy, good man; correct 
in his theological sentiments ; and @ 
pungent, powerful preacher.” 

It only remains now, to give some 
account of the close of his life. it 
does not appear that he was ever 
visited with very hard and danget- 
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ous illness. In October, 1792, as he 
was standing about four feet from 
the ground, for the purpose of gath- 
ering fruit, he received a shock 
which threw him tothe earth, where 
he remained some minutes insensi- 
ble. From this time, he was afflic- 
ted, with a vertiginous disorder, 
which sometimes interrupted his 
pudlic ministrations. About a year 
and a half before his death, he was | 
seized with a convulsion, which the 
physician considered to be apoplec- 
tic, and which was thought to indi- 
cate the manner of his death, but 
it proved otherwise. 

in September, 1812, that he might 
have every thing in readiness to 
leave the world, he chose to make 
ai arrangement of his temporal 
concerns 3 and accordingly, distri- 

| his property among his heirs, 
} e such funds in his hands, 
ai. sich a hold upon the whole, as 
to giv. security and satisfaction to 
himse, and when he had read the 
deed of confirmation, exclaimed, 
*Now I am happy; I have done 
with the world.” 

He was confined, at last, but one 
day ; and though he labored under 
infirmities more, as he used to say, 
than he could name ; yet he seemed 
to be affected by no bodily dasexse— 
His appetite was good to the last 
hour. ‘The machine was worn out 
by time. 

Thursday morning, 22d July, he 
was much exhausted by the exercise 
of rising. After he had. rested a 
fewy minutes, he conversed freely, — 
“Tihave felt,” said he, * greater 
comfort and satisfaction in reiigion, 
these two days past, than ever l 
did. ‘There is an ali-sufficiency in 
Christ. Irest in him. He is my 
hope, and happiness. I think I can 
say, IT know whom I have believed, 
and am piersuaded that he is able io 
keep that which I have committed 
to him, against that day. I pray 
God, that I may not be deceived.— 
J am willing to die. [tong for it.” 
He nassed that day, andthe next in 
quietness. 

Friday, July 23d, 1813. At even- 
ing, he was asked whether he 
thought himself drawing near the 
close. He answered, “ I feel that 
Jam gradually.” Are you content- 


Ordingtions. ~, “89 


> 





™~ 


{ed to Icave the world ? “ vA. 

though Jam not wholly without nb. 
fears. There is a possibility of de- 
ception ; yet Ihave such views as 
to raise me in agaod measure, above 
its terrors,” ‘To aneighbor he said, 
“ Tam not able to talk much with 
you. Iam glad you have come to 
see me once more, I pray that God 





| may be your teacher. One thing I 


would say to you ; remember that 
the world will serve us but a little 


| while ; and there is an eternity be- 


fore us, in which we shall be un- 
speakably happy or miserable, ac- 
cording as we spend our present 
time. Ipray that God may make 
kag experimentally acquainted with 
is truth, and give you peace,”— 
Then (taking him by the hand) “ so 
I bid you farewell.” After this he 
spake of the prosperity of the 
Church, and of Zion at large, and 
in a very feeling manner, of the 
present state of ovr country. Of the 
Millennium he said, “ I look upon 
itas near, but do not expect to sce 
it. LThope to be in a state more 
blessed than the Millennium itself.” 
In about an hour he expired ; and 
is, we trust, rejcicing in the presence 
of God. His mind was clear to the 
last. Wis sun set without a cloud, 
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ORDINATIONS. 


On Wednesday the 26th October 
last, the Kev.Jonn Hart Fow Ler 
was ordained to the work of the 
Gospel Ministry at Lebanon, Exe- 
ter, Third Seciety. ‘The exercises 
were as follows: First praver by 
the Rev. Shubael Bartiett, of Mast- 
Windsor ; sermon by Rev. Moses 
C. Welch, D. D. of Mansfield, from 
Acts iv. 19, “ Whether 2 be right 
in the sight of God to hearken unto 
you more than unto God, judge ye.” 
Consecratmg prayer by the Rev. 
Zebulon Ely, of Lebanon ; Charge 
to the Pastor, by the Rev. Samuel 
Nott, of Franklin ; Right-hand of 
fellowship, by the Rev. ‘Thomas 
Rich, of Columbia ; Charge to the 
church and congregation, by the 
Rev. Amos Basset, of Hebron ; Con- 
cluding prayer, by the Rev. William 
L. Ripley, of Lebanon. 




















































































ot ja ee 


wies<.2 


= = == 
en 
~ = eS OS 



























































a - 
= a i. 
“Fy 7 


- 


¥ 


, yr On the 26th of August last, the 


Rev. ORANGE LYMAN was ordain- 
ed to the work of the Gospel Min- 
istry in Sharon, Ellsworth Society. 
The several parts of divine service 
were performed in the following or- 
der :—Rev. Chauncey Lee of Cole- 
brook made the introductory prayer ; 
Rev. David Porter, D. D. of Catts- 
kill, (N. Y.) preached the sermon ; 
Rev. Peter Starr, of Warren, made 
the consecrating prayer ; Rev. Al- 
exander Gillet, of ‘orrington, gave 
the charge to the Pastor; Rev. Jon- 
athan Miller, of Burlington, gave 
the charge to the People ; Rev. 
David L. Perry, of Sharon, gave 
the right-hand of Fellowship ; and 
Rev. James Beach of insted, 
made the concluding prayer—-A 
very numerous and respectabie au- 
dience witnessed the solemnities. 
The various performances were 
highly interesting, and very perti- 
nently adapted to the solemn occa- 
sion. 
<a 


On Wednesday the 16th Sept. 
Jast, the Rev. Isaac Hurp was 
ordained as Pastor of the first Church 
and Society in Lynn. ‘The Rev. 
Dr. Barnard, of Salem presided on 
the occasion The introductory 

rayer was made by the Rev. Dr. 
Morse, of Charlestown. An excel- 
lent Sermon was dclivered by the 





“ /s American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions. [ Nov. 


Rev. Dr. Osrood, of Medford, from 
Acts xxiv. 25.—*'And as he reason- 
ed of righteousness, temperance, 
and judgment to come, Felix trem- 
bled."——The ordaining prayer was 
by the Rev. Dr. Kendall, of Wes- 
ton; the charge by the Rev. Mr. 
Wadsworth, of Danvers ; the fel- 
lowship of the churches was pre- 
sented, in a very affectionate man- 
ner, by the Rev. Mr. Frothingham, 
of Lynn, and the Rev. Mr Chan- 
ning, of Boston made the concluding 
prayer. 
—— 


r 


On the 25th Aug. the Rev. Hum- 
FHRY M. PERINE, was ordained 
Colleague Pastor, over the first 
Church of Christin Cheshire. The 
religious solemnities upon the occa- 
sion were performed in the following 
order, viz.—The Rev. John Elliot, 
of East-Guilford, made the intro- 
ductory prayer ;_ the Rev. Nathan 
Perkins, D. D. of West-Hartford, 

reached the sermon, from 1 Tim. 
iv. 16; the consecrating prayer 
was made by the Rev. James Noyes, 
of Wallingford; the charge was 
given by the Rev. Matthew Noyes, 
of Northford ; the right-hand of 
Feliowship by the Rev. Aaron Dut- 
ton, of Guilford, and the concluding 
prayer was made by the Rev. John 





Ely, of North Bristol. 


aD i a 


4Auerican Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions. 


Own Wednesday, the 15th Sept. last, Zhe American Board of Commis- 
sioners Jor Loreign Jissions, held their annual meeting in Boston. The 
cay following the anniversary sermon was delivered at the First Church, in 
Chancery Place, to a large and respectabie audience, by the Rev. Dr. 
Dwicut, President of Yale College. The pertinent words of the Saviour, 
John x. 16, werc his text—“‘Other sheef: Ihave, which are not of this fold + 
them also Imust bring, and they shall hear my voice, and there shall be one 

Sold and one shepherd.” ‘The discourse was, ina peculiar degree, appropri- 
ate, interesting and cloquent throughout. The collection at the close éf the 
exercises, for the funds of the board, amounted to FIVE HUNDRED DOL- 
LARS. In addition to tiis, the sum of one Aundred jiounds sterling was pre- 
sented to the board, by cne cf its members, who was absent.* The music 


* The Hon. Elias Boudinot, of New Jerscy. 
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on this occasion was performed by the Park-Street choir, under the direc- 
tion of Mr. Duren, in their usual style of excellence. 


‘The officers of the Board for the ensuing year are, 


Hon. JOHN TREADWELL, Esq. President. 
Rev. SAMUEL SPRING, D.D. Vice President. 
Rev. CALVIN CHAPIN, Recording Secretary. 
Rev. SAMUEL WORCESTER, D.D. Cor. Sec. 
JEREMIAH EVARTS, Esq. Treasurer, 
CHARLES WALLEY, Esq. Auditor. 
WILLIAM BARTLETT, 

The Vice President, The Prudential 


‘The Corresponding Secretary,and ( Committee. 
The Treasurer, 


The miembers of the Board who are not officers, are 


His Honor Lt. Gov. PHILLIPS, 
Rev. JOSEPH LYMAN, D. D. 
Hon. JOHN HOOKER, Esq. {_ */#ssachusetts. 


Rey. JEDIDIAH MORSE, D. D. 
Hon. JOHN LANGDON; Esq. : 
Rev. SETH PAYSON, D. D. epg wei 


Rev. HENRY DAVIS, D.D. } a 

of Middlebury College,  Permont. 
His Excellency WILLIAM JONES, Esq. R. Island. 
Gen. JEDIDIAH HUNTINGTON, 


Rev. TIMOTHY DWIGHT, D.D.L.L.D. 5 Connecticus. 
President of Yale College. 


‘Hon. JOHN JAY, Esq: 


Hon. EGBERT BENSON, Esq. 
Rev. SAMUEL MILLER, D. D. New York. 
Rev. ELIPHALET NOTT, D. D. 

President of Union College, 


Hon. ELIAS BOUDINOT, Esq. 

Rev. ASHBEL GREEN, D.D. (00) 
President of Princeton College. (°°? “°7**# 

Rev. JAMES RICHARDS, 


ROBERT RALSTON, Esq. Pennsylvania. 


Rev. ALEXANDER Provuprirt, D. D. of the State of New York, Gen, 
Henry SEWALL, and Rev. Jesse Appieton, D. D: President of Bow- 
doin College, District of Maine, were elected members, at the meeting 
above mentioned. 
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7 i j . 
| i 1 OBITUARY. Pen rhe Rev. Witiraw 
eal) } VES. 
a | Diep, at Freéerick, (Va.) E- At East Haven, on the 16th ult. 
v ie th muNp Ranxpotri, Esq. formerly | Rev. Lucas Hart, pastor of the 





ov 


Secretary of Staite. church in Wolcott, aged 29. 

At New Orleans, DAnret | InS. Kingston, Hon. Freemax 
CLARK, Esq. an eminent merchant | Perry, aged 83; upwards cf 99 
of that city, and formerly member | years a Judge of the Court for 
of Congress. Washington County, (R. 1) 

In Middictou, (Mass.) Rev. Soni- | In Royalton, (Vt.) Rev. Martry 
omon ADAMS, pastor of the church | TULLER. 
in that place.” At Goshen, on the 6th Sent. last, 

In Sherburn, (Mass.) Dr. Tap- | NATHAN HALE, Esq. late Judge of 
LEY WyeEtTn, aged 48: An emi- | the Court in Litcield County. 
nent Physician, and highly usciul| At Cheshire, Aug. 30, Rev. Joun 
and respectable member of society, | Foor, in the 72d year of his age, 
a member of the Massachusetts | and 46th of his ministry. 

Medical Society, and of the Legis-; | AtHebron, Mr. JonaTaan Biro, 
lature of that Commonwealth. Minister of the Gospei, aged 67. 


. 
an 





Donations to the Missionary Society of Connecticut. 
1815. 


Sept. 25. From a Female friend of Missions, Darham New-York, 

by the hand of O. D. Cooke, . 4 7 ; $100 
Oct. 2. From Rev. Asaph Morgan, by the hand of Rev. Abel 

Flint, coliected in new settlements, . oo. ae 











; From Rev. Joél ‘F. Benedict, do. do ° 1462 
20. From Rev. Jolin Spencer, do. ao . FH 
From Rev. ‘Tiniéthy Harris, do. do, . 3405 
From Rev. Samuel J. Miils, do. do . 900 
27. From Rev. Daniel Waldo, collected in new settlements, 15 37 

; Received by P. W. Gallaudet for Forcign Missions. 

iit 1813. 
Bee | Aug. 12. From Mrs. P. Ely of Simsbury, remitted to the 


Veitamenay§ board of Foreign Missions 
at) THREES Qct. 7. From the friends of Missions in Middlesex, town 
Me of Stamford, by Rev. Williaa Fisher, 














